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INTERNET ELA SCOMMESSA
DELL'EVANGELIZZAZIONE

PREMESSA

Il 'far conoscere € probabilmente |la caratteristica piu paese ddla presenza della Chiesa sulla
‘r¢e€ (le Chiese come tdi, Conferenze episcopdi, gli Ordini Rdigiod, i Movimenti...). Questa
valenza sembra principdmente legata dla ‘priorita dell'evangelizzazione 1, nd senso di voler dare
informazioni  debitamente emese e trasmesse (informazioni, documentazione, igtruzione). |l
vantaggio di Internet sarebbe di favorire un fluso informaivo e di opinione ne ‘due sens’ 2.
Risuong, fino a nodri giorni I'avvertimento ddl’ Apostolo: “Guai a me se non evangeizzo” (I Cor
9, 16).

INTRODUZIONE: QUALCHE ACCENNO STORICO-PRAGMATICO PER STUARE
INTERNET NELLA PRAXIS EVANGELIZZATIVA

Per evangelizzare bisogna renders conto del terreno sul quale ¢i s muove. Ogni tappa del
canmino umano e cridiano illustra esigenze nuove per I'evangdizzazione. Cos potrebbe verificars
anche con I'avvento di Internet. Non abbiamo ancora misurato tutto cio che implica la “rete’, ma
possamo gia accennare a quache pietra miliare della sua breve affermazione. L’ evangdizzazione
non potra non tenemne conto. Come pe dtre tappe ddla comunicazione multimedide, le
goplicazioni che sembrano owvie oggi rimangono alo dadio ‘latente per parecchio tempo -ques
‘|atitante’- ndll’ esperienza umana ancora assopita di fronte a d una nuova soglia comunicazionde
che potra essere aperta ®.

! John Paul 11, Message Of The Holy Father for the 36th World Communications Day "Internet: A New Forum For Proclaiming The Gospel,in
«Internet» 2002, http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul _ii/messages/communications/documents/hf_jp-ii_mes_20020122_world-
communications -day_en.html: «1. The Church in every age continues the work begun on the day of Pentecost, when the Apostles, in the power of the
Holy Spirit, went forth into the streets of Jerusalem to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ in many tongues (cf. Ads2:5-11). Throughthesucossding
centuries, this evangelizing mission spread to the far corners of the earth, as Christianity took root in many places and learned to spesk thediverse
languages of the world, always in obedience to Christ's command to preach the Gospel to every nation (cf. Mt 28:19-20). But the history of
evangelization is not just a matter of geographic expansion, for the Church has also had to cross many culturd thresholds, each of which cdled for
fresh energy and imagination in proclaiming the one Gospel of Jesus Christ. The age of the great discoveries, the Renaissance and the invention of
printing, the Industrial Revolution and the birth of the modern world: these too were threshold moments which demanded new forms of
evangelization. Now, with the communications and information revolution in full swing, the Church stands unmistakably at another decisive
gateway. It is fitting therefore that on this World Communications Day 2002 we should reflect on the subject: “ Internet: A New Forum for
Proclaiming the Gospel"».

2 PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS, The Church And Internet, http:/Aww.vaticanvalroman _curialpontifical_coundils
/pces/documents/rc_pc_pces _doc_20020228_ethics-internet_en.html: «6. The Church also needs to understand and use the Internet as atool of
internal communications. This requires keeping clearly in view its special character as a direct, immediate, interactive, and participatory medium.
Already, the two-way interactivity of the Internet is blurring the old distinction between those who communicate and those who receive what is
communicated,* and creating a situation in which, potentially at least, everyone can do both. Thisisnot the one-way, top-down communication of the
past. As more and more people become familiar with this characteristic of the Internet in other areas of their lives, they can be expected aso to look
for it in regard to religion and the Church. Thetechnology is new, but theideaiis not. Vatican Council 11 said members of the Church should disclose
to their pastors “their needs and desires with that liberty and confidence which befits children of God and brothers of Christ”; in fact, according to
knowledge, competence, or position, the faithful are not only able but sometimes obliged “to manifest their opinion on those things which pertain to
the good of the Church”. 2 Communio et Progressio remarked that asa“living body” the Church “needs public opinion in order to sustain agiving
and taking among her members” .2 Although truths of faith “do not leave room for arbitrary interpretations’, the pastoral instruction noted “an
enormous area where members of the Church can express their views”.* Similar ideas are expressed in the Code of Canon Law ® asswell asinmore
recent documents of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications.® Aetatis Novae calls two-way communication and public opinion“onedf the
ways of realizing in a concrete manner the Church's character as communio”.” Ethics in Communicationssays “A two-way flow of informetion and
views between pastors and faithful, freedom of expression sensitive to the well being of the community and to the role of the Magisterium in fostering
it, and responsible public opinion all are important expressions of *the fundamental right of dialogue and information within theChurd” 8 The
Internet provides an effective technological means of realizing this vision».

(1) Cf. Communio et Progressio, n. 15. / (2) Dogmatic Constitution on the Church Lumen Gentium, n. 37./(3) Communioet Progresso, n. 116./ (4)
Ibid., n. 117./ (5) Cf. Canon 212.2, 212.3. / (6) Cf. Aetatis Novae, n. 10; Ethics in Communications n. 26. / (7) AgatisNovee, n. 10./(8) Ethicsin
Communications, n. 26.

3 J-P. Lintanf, Culture nouvelle et pastorale, in AA. VV., Moyens de communication de masse et pastorale, Paris 1969, p. 44 : «Or,chequefais
qu’ apparait un nouveau médium, il se produit un curieux phénomene qui rappelle étrangement I’ anesthésie opérataire. L’ humanité, aumoment ol dle
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Come ‘ret€ di scambio a tutti i livedli e dimensgoni del’esperienza umana, 9 € cercato di
cgpire quale da I'impronta propria di Internet nel gioco comunicetivo. La discussone rimane aperta
e non e sempre facile individuare ci0 che digingue propriamente Internet dai pass precedent
del’intento comunicetivo. Cido vuol dire che Internet non ha ancora acquistato una sua tipologia
definitiva Dagli ani ‘80, la rete era vida come cerchio di iniziai, a primi anni ‘90, come
decentramento di  fronte a monopoli adtoritari, dopo, § €& notao la prevdenza ddla
commercidizzazione 4, ed infine, S & avuto pill recentemente una ‘cris di identitd della rete tra chi
cerca una massima fama e chi vuol savaguardare ad oltranza la propria ‘privacy’ °. Se s vuole
riassumere questo processo in una paola, S potrebbe dire che la rete € tuttora maggiormente
preoccupata di se sessa (una certa fase di ‘adolescenza) che di quelo che pud offrire a piu ampio
raggio. Pear I'evangdizzazione (come per l'offeta di tanti dtri messaggi), co dgnifica che
bisognera tenere conto di un certo grado di “distrazione della ‘rete’” incentrata sulla coscienza che
hadi sestessa, primadi liberare tutte le sue potenzidita

Storicamente, divers ossarvatori  indicano ndlla competizione conflittude de ‘blocchi’ -
prima del 1990- un demento determinante che portera ad Internet °. Il dato significativo che s

Se crée un moyen nouveau qui est comme une extension formidable de la conscience ou de la capacité d' échange ne semble pas se rendre compte de
ce qui commence ou de ce qui S annonce. Quand le télégraphe fut inventé, les hommes se demandaient ce qu'ils allaient bien en faire. Pendant des
mois, aux EtatsUnis, le télégraphe servit atransmettre des parties d’ échecs et des loteries. Or, au méme moment, en 1844, Soren Kierkegead publiait
son ouvrage Le Concept de |’ angoisse. L’ ére de I’ angoisse, en effet, commencait».

# S. Sassen, The Impact of the Internet on Sovereignty: Unfounded and Real Worries, in «Internet» 2002, www.mpp-rdgmpgdeipdf_dat/sessenypdf:
«To recap afamiliar story, the first phase of the Internet was confined largely to acommunity of insiders —sdetigsand sHect govenmant agendies
That community invented communication standards and communication protocols that ensured access for all the members of that community. The
second phase of the Internet, centered in the decade of the 1980s, strengthened the democratic and open character of the Netand medeit agpaceof
distributed power that limits the possibilities of authoritarian and monopoly control. It is by now well known that the particular features of the Internet
are in part afunction of the early computer hacker culture which designed software that strengthened the original design of the Net—opennessand
decentralization — and which sought to make the software universally available for free. But with the establishment of the World Wide Web in 1993,
and its large scale discovery by business by 1995, we can say that the Net has entered a third phase, one characterized by broad-besed atempisto
commercialize it. (1) Commercialization is often regarded as an extension of the positive aspects of the Net. But if carried too far it may in fact have
negative consequences for the civic and political potential of the Internet, and in that regard, negative impacts on Liberal state agendas. This
commercialization is pursued through the development of software that can simultaneously capitalize on the Net's features and implement
billing/payment systems, and it is pursued through the extension of copyrights — in other words, the opposite of the early hacker culture. Thereis
insufficient recognition of the tension between some of the features of the Internet which promote openness and interconnectivity, on the one hand,
and, on the other, the rapid growth since 1995 of software that seeks to facilitate and expand private appropriation and use of the Net and that would
allow for the implementation of copyrighting on ascale we have never seen before. Y et much of the thinking about digital space and about questions
of power and democracy, has been shaped by the properties of the Internet's first two phases. What stands out especially in the second phaseisthe
condition of the Internet as a space of distributed power that limits the possibilities of authoritarian and monopoly control».

(1) Commercialization can enter the Net in several ways. One is the emergence of firms that sell access services to speed upaocess Thisisnatan
essential service to gain access, but it is a convenience, and an option for those with the income to pay for it. Another is the possibility of adding value
(including commercial value) to Net features through the incorporation of voice and image, which consume enormous bandwidth and hence will
eventually be more easily subjected to premium pricing mechanisms than is e-mail for instance. When we consider the enormous amount of software
design effort that is right now going into producing programs that can ensure safe credit card processing and other types of electronic payment, then
we can see that commercialization islikely to increase even though today it is minor. This could stimulate the creation of Web sites that incorporate
the latest developments of voice and image and could charge for access. | think of the growing use of voice and image for non-esartid ussasade-
greening of the net. E-mail is a system of astounding efficiency and "ecological soundness." Voice and imagewith ther enormous consumption of
bandwidth are much less so.

® B. Metcalfe, Opinion. The Internet’s Identity Crisis, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp? query=internet+identity
& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3D2c3b3ee6892ac9al%26cli ckedl temRank%3D 7%26user Query%3Dint
ernet%2Bidentity%26c¢lickedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.cnn.com%252FTECH%252Fcomputing%252F9901%252F18%252Fidcri
sis.idg%252F%26invocationType%3D-%26fromPage%3DNSCPT op%26amp%3BampTest%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%2FY%2Fvww.cnn.com
%2FTECH%2Fcomputing%2F9901%2F18%2Fidcrisis.idg%2F.

® D. Kristula, The History of the Internet, (March 1997 / Update: August 2001), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/
boomframe.jsp?query=internet+history& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26requestl d%3D2c3b3ee6892ad6ab%26clicked
I temRank%3D 3%26user Query%3Dinternet%2Bhi story%26c¢lickedl temURN%3D http%%253A %252F%252Fwww . davesi te.com%252Fwebstati on%25
2Fnet-history.shtml %26invocati onType%3D-%26fromPage%63DN SCPResults%626amp%3BampT est%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Rnvww.
davesite.com%2Fwebstation%2Fnet -history.shtml: «1957. The USSR launches Sputnik, thefirst artificia earth satellite. In responsethe United States
forms the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) within theDepartment of Defense (DoD) to establish US lead in science and technology
applicable to the military. 1962. RAND Paul Baran, of the RAND Corporation (a government agency), was commissioned by the U.S. Air Forceto do
a study on how it could maintain its command and control over its missiles and bombers, after a nuclear attack. This was to be a military research
network that could survive a nuclear strike, decentralized so that if any locations (cities) in the U.S. were attacked, themilitary could il have control
of nuclear arms for a counter-attack. Baran's finished document described several ways to accomplish this. Hisfinal proposal was a packet switched
network. "Packet switching is the breaking down of data into datagramsor packetsthat are labeled to indicate the origin and the destination of the
information and the forwarding of these packets from one computer to another computer until the information arrives at its final destination
computer. Thiswas crucial to the realization of a computer network. If packets are lost at any given point, the message can be resent by the
originator." 1968. ARPA awarded the ARPANET contract to BBN. BBN had selected a Honeywell minicomputer as the base on which they would
build the switch. The physical network was constructed in 1969, linking four nodes: University of Californiaat Los Angeles, SRI (in Stanford),
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imponeva in questa dtuazione ea di ‘deveticizzare per soprawivere, a livdlo dela
comunicazione militare: sciogliendo un vertice unico di difesa -che poteva essere colpito- con la
conseguenza di pardizzare tutto I'impianto bellico. L'idea § sviluppera poi nd senso di dare
esstenza ad una interconnessione di reti indipendenti che s chiamera “architettura aperta’ ’. La
questione della totale incontrollabilita su Internet —che s € posta a causa di questa conformazione-
deve essere ridimenzionatae 0 ciog, anche se € vero che non esiste un ‘governo’ gerarchico di
Internet, vi € perd una ‘governanza in funzione dd consenso sugli scopi di Internet, e persno di
una certa autorita centrale @ g. ndl fatto di concedere gli indirizzi de sti) 8. Ci s chiede —pure- se
edde una ‘draegid in Internet? S rigpondera che la ‘ret€ S gedtisce ddl’intera dinamica
ddlintento umano °, atraverso gli impuls comunicaziondi °. Senzdtro, la configurazione ‘a
tappeto’ dela ‘rete€ piuttosto che gerachizzata marchera |'esperienza  umana.  Per
I'evangdizzazione (come per il gioco degli scambi interndttiani in genere), cio dgnifica una
metodologia propria ed uno gile da imparare per I'offerta dei messaggi d pubblico ‘in ret€: non
pit come semplice trasmissone di messaggi anome di un potere superiore.

University of California at Santa Barbara, and University of Utah. The network was wired together via 50 Kbps circuits. 1972. Thefirg emal
program was created by Ray Tomlinson of BBN. The Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPA) was renamed. The Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency (or DARPA). ARPANET was currently using the Network Control Protocol or NCP to transfer deta Thisalowed communicetions
between hosts running on the same network. 1973. Development began on the protocol later to be cdled TCP/IP, it was devel oped by agroup headed
by Vinton Cerf from Stanford and Bob Kahn from DARPA. This new protocol was to allow diverse computer networks to interconnect and
communicate with each other».

"B. M. Leiner, V. G. Cerf, D. D. Clark, R. E. Kahn, L. Kleinrock, D. C. Lynch, J. Postel, L. G. Roberts St. Wolff, ABrief Higory of the Interngt, in
«Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=history+of+I nternet& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebse
arch%26requestl d%3Db823b37ch3031d65%26¢l i ckedltemRank%3D 1%2 6user Query%3D hi story%2Bof %2B I nternet%26c¢li ckedl temURN%3Dhttp
%253A%252F%252Fwww.isoc.org%252Finternet%252Fhi story%252F%26i nvocati on Ty pe%3D - %26fromPage?63DNSCPT op%626amp¥63Bamp
Test%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.isoc.org%2Finternet%2Fhistory%2F: «The Initial Internetting Concepts. The origind ARPANET
grew into the Internet. Internet was based on the idea that there would be multiple independent networks of rather arbitrary design, beginning with the
ARPANET as the pioneering packet switching network, but soon to include packet satellite networks, ground-besad padket redio neworksand ather
networks. The Internet as we now know it embodies a key underlying technical idea, namely that of open architecture networking. In this approach,
the choice of any individual network technology was not dictated by a particular network architecture but rather could be selected freely by a provider
and made to interwork with the other networks through a metalevel "Internetworking Architecture". Up until that time there was only onegenard
method for federating networks. This was the traditional circuit switching method where networks would interconnect at the circuit level, passing
individual bits on a synchronous basis along a portion of an end-to-end circuit between a pair of end locations. Recal that Kleinrock had shownin
1961 that packet switching was a more efficient switching method. Along with packet switching, special purpose interconnection arrangements
between networks were another possibility. While there were other limited waysto interconnect different networks, they required that one be used as
a component of the other, rather than acting as a peer of the other in offering end-to-end service».

8 M. Holitscher, Global Internet Governance and the Rise of the Private Sector (published in Swiss Political Science Review), in«nternet» 2002,
http://www.internetstudies.org/research/papers/spsr.html: «Jamal Shahin and Kenneth Cukier have both stressed the importance of distinguishing
between government of the Internet and Internet governance in order to better understand the role of the private sector in regulating the Net. The term
gover nment comprises activities that are backed by formal authority and police powers to ensure the implementation of policies that have been
constituted by the public will. Hence, government is predominantly associated with the state. Governance, in contrag, refersto adtivitiesbecked by
shared goals that may or may not derive from legal and formally prescribed responsibilities. It also subsumes informal, non-governmental
mechanisms (Rosenau and Czempiel 1992: 6). Consequently, governance is not just the province of the sate but can berather performed by awide
variety of public and private institutions and practices (Hirst and Thompson 1996: 184)»; S. Sassen, The Impact of the Internet on Sovereignty:
Unfounded and Real Worries, in «Internet» 2002, www.mpp-rdg.mpg.de/pdf_dat/sassen.pdf: « A different issue about sovereignty israised by the
possibilities of regulating the Net. It seems to me that if thereis to be some kind of regulation it is going to be very different from what we have
usually understood by this term. It is certainly the case that in many ways the Net escapes or overrides most conventiond jurisdictions. Here | would
like to focus briefly on afact that is too often left out of the discussion: there is akind of central authority overseeing some of thearudid festuresof
the Net having to do with addresses and numbers granting. (1) This does not mean that regulation isipso facto possible. It merely signalsthat the
representation of the Net as escaping all authority is simply inadequate. (2) The natureof thisauthority isnot necessarily akin to regulatory authorities
but it is a gate keeping system of sorts and raises the possibility of oversight capacities. Even though these oversight capacities would entail
considerable innovation in our concepts about regulation, they signal that there are possibilities overlooked in a faulty characterization of the
architecture of the Net».

(1) There are also more specific issues that may affect the regulation of particular forms of digital activity through a focusoninfrasrucre Thereare
different types of infrastructure for different types of digital activities, for instance, financial markets versus consumer wireless phones. This subject |
have elaborated elsewhere. See "The State and the Global City" in Globalization and its Discontents.

52) For the most extreme version of this representation see John Perry Barlow's "Declaration of Independence of Cyberspace.”.

F. Colombo, La carovana e il suo confine (L’industria culturale: promozione od ostacolo al dialogo tra culture?),inUNESCO—CENTRE DE
RECHERCHE “JACQUES MARITAIN", Comunicazione e politiche interculturali per il dialogo e la pace, Roma 2000, p. 16b-17add testo
distribuito: «L’ambiguita dei processi di industrializzazione della cultura. La seconda questione riguarda l'ambito specifico delle problematiche che
abbiamo affrontato: esso € quello del mercato culturale, ein vale naturalmente |o scontro mai sopito frafautori del liberismo e fautori di governo
politico dei processi, con tutte le varianti (a voite assai diversificate) di tali posizioni. Vorrei dire, molto semplicemente, che - seritengo gpportuno
sottalineare di nuovo che non vi sono ragioni teoriche per interpretare lafunzione dell' industrializzazione come di per sé regressivao peggoancora
repressiva - non mi pare che questa possa significare cadere nell'idea del tutto paradossale di affidare ai meccanismi del mercato la sopravvivenzaein
vitalita delle culture. Il motivo per cui non ritengo che cio sia possibile riguarda la natura stessa delle culture, che non esauriscono mai la propria
funzione nella pur inevitabile mercificazione del processi e dei prodotti die impacchetta per cosi dire gli oggetti cuiturali in oggetti economici».
9 G. Ryle, The Concept of Mind, Harmondsworth 1978, p. 79.
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Una parola sul futuro gperto piu immediato di Internet. Dopo il lancio della ricerca ARPA
(1957) e dd primo dsema e-mal (1972), adcune tagppe di configurazione fondamentde g
percorrono prima di ativare dla impostazione pitl matura ed atude dela ‘ree L. Il problema
maggiore ddla poda €dettronica era di non poter trasmettere testi gia formattati a causa
dell’ampiezza di volume di memoria da gestire a distanza 2. Un dtro problema consisteva ndl faito
che I'invio di messaggi non aveva nessuna protezione garantita 3. PiUl recentemente, ddl’attude
Internet, S sta passando dl’”Internet2” con esponenzide rapidita grazie dle fibre ottiche, come gia
operativo tra le universta daunitens ed inoltre —ad opera della NASA- tra gli ospeddi e diniche
maggiori, per una connettivita ad dta risoluzione ed interventi chirurgic virtudi (con immagini a 3
dimensoni) accanto dla diagnos ed dle conaultazioni . Le direzioni delo sviluppo atude

1 D. Kristula, The History of the Internet, (March 1997 / Update: August 2001), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/
boomframe.jsp?query=internet+history& page=1& of fset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3D 2c3b3ee6892ad6ab%26¢li cked
ItemRank%3D 3%26user Query%3Dinternet%2Bhi story%26c¢li ckedl temURN%3D http%253A %252F%252Fwww . davesi te.com%252Fwebstati on%25
2Fnet-history.shtml %26i nvocati onType%3D-%26fromPage%63DN SCPResults%626amp%3BampT est%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%62F%2Rnvww.
davesite.com%2Fwebstation%2Fnet -history.shtml: « Dr. Robert M. Metcafe develops Ethernet, which alowed coaxiad cable to move data extremely

fast. Thiswas a crucial component to the development of LANSs. The packet satellite project went into practical use. SATNET, Atlantic packet
Satellite network, was born. This network linked the United States with Europe.Surprisingly, it used INTELSAT satellites that were owned by a
consortium of countries and not exclusively the United States government. UUCP (Unix-to-Unix CoPy) developed at AT& T Bell Labs and
distributed with UNIX one year later. The Department of Defense began to experiment with the TCP/IP protocol and soon decided to requireit for use

on ARPANET. 1979. USENET (the decentralized news group network) was created by Steve Bellovin, agraduate student at University of North
Caroling, and programmers Tom Truscott and Jim Ellis. It was based on UUCP. The Creation of BITNET, by IBM, "Because its Time Network",
introduced the "store and forward" network. It was used for email and listservs. 1981. Nationd Science Foundation created backbone caled CSNET

56 Kbps network for institutions without access to ARPANET. Vinton Cerf proposed a plan for an inter-network connection between CSNET and the
ARPANET».

12 ADVISORY GROUP TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, The Future of the Internet - What Role for Europe? Interim Report of an Advisory
Group, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.j sp?query=future+of +Internet& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26re

quest1 d%3D 1e426c83108elc5d%26c! i cked| temRank%3D 10%26user Query%3Df uture%2Bof%2B | nternet%26¢li ckedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %25
2F%252Fwww.cordis.|u%252Fesprit%252Fsrc%252Fi 2eurepo.htm%626i nvocati onTy pe%3D-%26fromPage?63DN SCPT op%26ampY%3BampTest
%3D1&remove_url=http %3A%2F%2Fwww.cordis.l u%2Fesprit%2Fsrc%e2F 2eurepo.htm: «For any application to comeinto widespread use on the
Internet, several conditions must be met. The application itself needs to be well-designed, affordable, and catch users imaginations. But, more
important, there must be a sufficiently large body of users with access to whatever equipment, including computers, displays and audio devices, but

also Internet bandwidth, is required to run the application effectively. Roughly speaking, a user who has regular, reiable, connectivity a 1 Kilobits

per second (Kbps) will only be happy with that Internet performance for asynchronous e-mail (unformatted text). Formetted text requiresroughly ten

times that bandwidth (10 Kbps), and the use of simple interactive graphics across the World Wide Web needs frequent and reliable accessto Web
servers at an effective performance of 100 Kbps to be at all impressive. Realistic graphics and other data intensvegpplicationscan eesily useupto

1000 Kbps of access bandwidth between the user and the server(s) involveds.

13 Ch. Adetokunbo Shoniregun, The Future of Internet Security, Should common security technol ogies be blended with biometrics for accuracy and
reliability?, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=future+of+Internet& page=2& offset=0& result_url
=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3Dd230f8fe71cd5bcd%26¢l i ckedl temRank%3D 13%26userQuery%3Df uture%2B of %2B| nternet%26¢li
ckedltemURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.acm.org%252Fubi quity %252Fviews%252Fc_shoniregun_1.html%26invocationType%3Dnext%2
6fromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D1& remove_url=http%3A %2F%2Fwww.acm.org%2Fubi quity%2FviewsY%2Fc_shoniregun
_1.html: « The Internet uses simple mail transfer protocol (SMTP) to transmit electronic mail and most busnesstransactions Thesetranamissons

have as much privacy as a postcard and travel over insecure, untrusted lines. Anyone anywhere along the transmission path can obtain accessto a
message and read the contents with a simple text viewer or word processing program. Because the transmission linesareinsecure, it isessy to forgee-

mail or use another person’'s name. Theft of identity is becoming the nation's leading incidence of fraud. A person can even claim that someone else

sent a message, for example, to cancel an order or avoid paying an invoice».

14 M. Lerner, Learn the Net, Master the Basics: The Future, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ng/boomframejspquery=future+of-+
Internet& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26requestl d%3Del12e3b5a2ce724f%26¢li ckedl temRank%3D 2%26userQuery
%3Dfuture%2Bof%2BI nternet%26c¢lickedl temURN%3D http%253A %252F%252Fwww.| earnthenet.com%252Fengli sh%252Fhtml %252F03f uture. ht
m%26invocationType%3D-%26fromPage%3DNSCPTop%26amp%3BampTest%3D 1& remove_url=http%63A%e2FYa2Rmww.learmnthenet.come2F
english%2Fhtml%2F03future.htm: «When the World Wide Web began in 1990, few suspected how successful it would become. There are now
millions of websites and billions of web pages. But as many people are well aware, the Web can be painfully sow. Most people still connect to the
Internet using 56 Kbps modems and telephone lines. Because the data-carrying capacity of telephone lines, known as bandwidth, can below,
receiving electronic data may take along time. New technology promises to address this problem. Connecting to the Internet using fiber optic lines

and via cable TV and satellite increases bandwidth dramatically, making the Web more useful. Expect to see an explosion of e-commerce,
collaborative projects, videoconferencing and virtual environments. Many of these applications are under development or already in usein some

form. The incubator for many of the emerging technologies that are shapingthe futureisknown as Internet2. Formed in 1996 and administered by the
University Corporation for Advanced Internet Development (UCAID), Internet2 is a partnership between universities, corporations and government
agencies. It's a Petrie dish for networking experiments. The project's goals are to create new applications that can't run over the existing Internet and

to develop the infrastructure that supports those applications.Internet2 is a not a single network, but aconsorium of hundreds of high-spesdnetworks

linked by fiber optic backbones that span the United States and and link to other countries. It transmits data at speeds up to 2.4 gigabits per second-
45,000 times faster than a 56 Kbps modem, allowing scientiststo test their laboratory discoveriesin the real world. The next-generation network wert
onlinein February, 1999, linking a number of universities around the world. It should be available for commercia usein afew years. Then get ready

for 21st century services like interactive television, virtual 3-D videoconferencing, movies-on-demand, and much more. High-spesd networkswiill

make it possible for professionals to work in ways never before possible. For instance, scientists around the world can share peddized equipment

like electron microscopes. NASA has developedaVirtual Collaborative Clinic that connects medical facilities around the U.S,, alowing doctorsto
manipulate high-resolution, 3-D images of MRI scans and other medical imaging. Not only can doctors consult and diagnose, but they can smulate
surgery by using a"CyberScalpel." Virtual surgery gives surgeons an opportunity to practice before ever entering the operating room, reducingthe

time required for the actual procedure. Using this kind of virtual technology, local hospitals can access resources and skills only available at larger
institutions. NASA plans to use the technology to provide remote health care to astronauts on extended space journeys».
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sembrano procedere pardldamente lungo un doppio binario: un Internet di ampia accesshilita per
delle prestazioni medie ed un Internet di dta quota con prestazioni ad dtissima veocita . S
guarda poi dle connessoni senza il supporto dd computer verso collegamenti senza filo,
includendo la gestione a distanza di tutte le faccende di casa propria . Le applicazioni di
memorizzazione e di paragonabilita dei dati offre un auto speddizzato —per esempio- ndla
diagnos medicde, fino a ‘dettare le soluzioni ad professonista ’. S dice che i computer in
connessone “fanno” delle cose perché sono codituiti da informazioni  specifiche raccolte e
memorizzate, incidendo dd loro ggnificato o ‘contenuto’ desso (a differenza della daticita e del
contenutismo formale del libro, dele hiblioteche, ecc) 8. Per I'intento eccleside e per quello
ddl’evangdlizzazione, ci0 ¢ introduce dl’antticipazione di una diverdficazione tra un Internet
generico ed un Internet specializzato. Non § potra sSfuggire a quedta diversficazione da parte de
coinvolgimento secondo i vari liveli ed ambiti. Non bastera —dunque- “immettere qualche dato
informativo su un gto” in modo generico per condderare I'iniziativa di evangdizzazione compiuta
D’dtra parte, la ricerca interdisciplinare tramite I'Internet2 obblighera continuamente a rivedere cio
che pensgamo immettere ‘tranquillamente su un Sto bdlo pronto e definitivo. Per chi pratica la
‘rete¢ l'edgenza di questo nutrimento informativo sempre aggiornato ddle ulteriori  problemétiche
fardanche la qudita della nogtra offerta evangdizzativa ‘in rete’ .

Qui va menzionata anche il profilo comunicativo proprio di Internet, tante volte presentato
come ‘uno strumento di comunicazione in piu, tra tanti dtri’. Perd, la dove ogni ‘srumento o
mezzo©' o0 media tradizionde opera secondo una specificita settoride e tecnica (tecnologica),

5 ADVISORY GROUP TO THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION, The Future of the Internet - What Role for Europe? Interim Report of an Advisory
Group, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=Ffuture+of+| nternet& page=1& of fsg=0& resuit ul=redir/s3Fac%3D
websearch%26re quest| d%3D 1e426c83108elc5d%26¢li ckedl temRank%63D 10%26user Query%3Df uturee2B of %2B| nternet%26c¢li ckedl temURN %
3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.cordis.|u%252Fesprit%252Fsrc%252Fi 2eurepo.htm%26i nvocati onTy pe%3D - ¥a26fromPages3DNSCPTop%
26amp%3BampTest%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cordis.lu%2Fesprit%2Fsrc%2Fi 2eurepo.htm: «Twindevd opment pushes - High-
performance Internet and Commodity Internet. The history of computing, and indeed of many other high-tech industries, has highlighted
developmentsin two complementary directions. Computer vendors have always used technology advances both to reduce the cost of computers for
constant performance, and to increase the performance available at constant price. The Internet is now showingavay smilar behaviour. Supplying
access for the general public to the "Commodity Internet" from their homes is obviously a very price-snstivebusness andtoday depandsheavily on
telephone or cable TV modems, which tend to have rather limited performance, but the size of the potential market is huge. On the other hand,
universities and leading research institutes and companies have areal need to exploit the very highest-peformance networking, ssaway forwardin
fields such as distance learning, remote diagnosis, distributed collaborative engineering projects, and remote access to huge distributed databases. The
past two years have shown that these twin pushes, towards the commaodity Internet and towards a high-peformanceacadamic and ressarch Internet,
do not automatically fit together in an easy way. Specifically, the way in which bulk personal e-mail and Web-accesstrafficinterfereswith high-
performance traffic, and especially with the real-time requirements of graphics and audio traffic, asal packets come together and flow acrossthe
major Internet switches and backbone lines, has led to significant congestion. Some of the recent American initiatives, and specificaly the Internet2
initiative from the universities, emphasise the need now to separate out these traffic flows, and to develop better technical and commerciad modelsfor
how Internet growth can be funded».

16 M. Lerner, Learn the Net, Master the Basics: The Future, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?quay=fuire+oi+
Internet& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request| d%3Del12e3b5a2ce724f%26cli ckedl temRank%3D 2%26userQuery
%3Dfuture%2Bof%2B I nternet%26cli ckedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.| earnthenet.com%252Fengli sh%252Fhtml %252F03f utur e. ht
m%26invocati onType%3D-%26fromPage?63DNSCPT op%26amp%3BampTest%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.learnthenet.com%2F
english%2Fhtml%2F03future.htm: «New kind of Web. While PCs were once the primary means of accessing the Internet, we're now seeing Internet-
enabled devices such as pagers and cell phones that send and receive e-mail and access the Web. Soon, everything from your car to your refrigerator
will be connected to the global network, communicating with each other wirelessly».

7 F. Williams, The Communication Revolution, New Y ork 1983, p. 148: «Computersand physicians shareanumber of characteristics. Both depend
upon memory, or a“knowledge base,” for many types of problem solving. Both have strategies for evaluating new problems against the knowledge
base. Physicians have their medical history forms, their routines, and questions which by process of elimination narrow down to identification and
analysis of the specific problem. Computers have “branching” program procedures which take input data and attempt to assessthem in successive
steps. Both physician and computer use procedures whereby data can be evaluated in dternative ways for comparative purposes. Both attempt by the
most objective manner possible to derive arational solution, or more often, prohabilities of alternative solutions. Physician and computer can
repeatedly reassess these probabilities. Finally, both can take experience gained from one case problem solving and add it to the knowledge base to
facilitate future solutions. In theory, there isn’t much that a physician can do that a computer cannot, including dedopment of agood bedddemaner.
Thisis achallenge for computer programmers».

18 7. Pylyshyn, Computers and Symbolisation of Knowledge, in D. De Kerckhove - A. lanucci, McLuhan elamearmorfos ddl'uomg Roma1984, p.
241: «Itiscommonplace nowadays to accept computers as a major new medium for the storage, transmission and transformation of information. It is
becoming clear to the public now, as it was not when | first began to teach computer science over 15 years ago, that computers are not lighteningfest
numerical calculators, but information handlers. Nonetheless it is not generally appreciated how the informati on-handling capeaity of acomputer is
different (except for speed and efficiency), from the information-handling capacity of such devices as books, files, tape recorders, telephones,
libraries, television sets, and so on, al of which in some sense store, transmit, process, and transform information. But that itisdifferent should be
abundantly clear. Computers, unlike books or even television sets, do things because of the particular information they contain. Moreover, the nature
of the behaviour that they exhibit appears to be directly attributable to the content of theinformation they have - or whet theinformationisabout. This
is not true of any of the other information-handling systems we can think of - with the obvious exception of people, or sysemsin which people play
the important causal role in determining the behaviour (e.g. libraries)».
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Internet sarebbe il risultato di una ‘convergenza piu ampia ddle varie tecniche multimedidi, o cioé
inciderebbe comunicaziondmente sulla base di una ‘non specificitd °. Tentando di focdizzare piul
accuratamente la domanda su ‘quello che e Internet’, S potrebbe suggerire che Internet, pit o
meglio che essere un 'dtro 0 un nuovo medium’, sembra essere una compressione condensata di
tutti i media precedenti e una rete ampliata di tutti loro. La combinazione migta di testo, suono,
immaging, tende poi a dae priorita dle dinamiche ddl'immagine grazie dle potenzidita
numeriche E)er ridlaborare artificiadmente la costruzione visude di cio che § ‘fa vedere o che § ‘fa
guardare “°. L’implicazione per I'evangdizzazione & chiak|a prima di tutto, ognuno puo
diventare evangdizzatore ovvero offrire il suo contributo dla testimonianza (anche senza grande
conoscenza ed abilitd professonde classica). Poi, il messaggio ‘internettamente piu comunicabile
sara anche meno concettude, ma mira a coinvolgere tutti gli utenti e tutti gli agenti. Anche questo
aspetto accentua la metodologia ‘a ppeto’ ddla ‘rete’, senza gestioni 0 spazi riservati. Di fronte a
questa ‘liberta di evangelizzazione, non c'é da mettere redrizioni preventive, come ebbe a
succedere nella prima comunita (At 11, 19-30).

Tenendo conto di questi dementi introduttivi, ¢ 9 potrebbe fermare su due dimensoni
antropologiche soganzidi ddla ‘rete: 1° la sua dimensone comunitaria e 2° le sua dimensone
personde. O meglio, ¢ possamo chiedere qude € la sua incidenza sulla comunita umana e piu
interiormente sulla persona, avendo in mente I’ evangelizzazione.

1° INTERNET E LA COMUNITA UMANA DI FRONTE ALL’'EVANGELIZZAZIONE

Sara I'aspetto di ‘rete totale —rivendicato dal web- che atirera prima di tutto I'atenzione
riguado a campi del’esperienza umana che pud raggiungere. Internet —s  dice-  starebbe
riconfigurando I'intera 'societd; il nostro modo di vita, il nostro percorso umano . Gli accent
entusiagtici di questi gpprocci sono ben risaputi. S dice tavolta che Internet assomiglia ad una citta

19 H. Pigeat, Ethique des médias et révolution de I’ Internet, Rome 2001 (pro manuscripto — Centre culturel Saint-Louis de France), p. 7: «Les
imprimeries de presse et |es centres émetteurs de radio et de télévision avaient leur spécificité. Nécessaires pour la production de ces médias, ilsne
pouvaient servir arien d'autre. L'Internet est au contraire le résultat de ce que les spécialistes appellent La «convergence». Latélévision, les

télécommunications et, pour une part, la presse utilisent désormais des outils largement communs et de moins en moins spécifiques. La convergence
technique se prolonge logiquement en convergence juridique puis économique et financiére et c'est évidemment sur les caractéres les pluspuissats
que seffectue I'alignement. L 'approche artisanal e longtemps traditionnelle des entreprises de presse sefface progressivement. Les groupes de
communication sont désormais organisés sur le mode industriel avec une recherche systématique et 1égitimederaiondisationsfinandéres Tdleest
lalogique de I'industrie. Ces activités de communication étaient par nature nationales, voire locales, sexercent désormais souvent dans des groupes
internationaux de taille considérable dont le financement par labourse introduit des contraintes d’ amélioration constante de la productivité. Cette
mutation profonde a des avantages économiques évidents, mais conduit aussi a des renversements de finalités. L'entreprise de médias est désormais
conduite & donner moins de priorité a 1'information et plus aux résultats commerciaux et financiers».

20 H, Pigeat, Ethique des médias et révolution de I’ Internet, Rome 2001 (pro manuscripto — Centre culturd Saint-LauisdeFrance), p.5: «emdange
du texte, du son et de 1'image tend adonner La préséance alalogique de I'image faite d'émotion au detriment du raisonnement. L'offie a tous d'un
moyen d'expression favorise certes la liberté d'expression mais joue au detriment des méthodes journalistiques tradinnelles de vérification dessouross
d'observation des régles classiques d'éaboration de I'information. La distinction n'est plus trés claire entre les sources professionnelles dinformation
réputées plus ou moins fiables et les sources d'amateurs par nature plus aléatoires. Lanumérisation de toutes les formes d'information écrites, sonores
ou audiovisuelles permet des manipulations la plupart du temps imperceptibles pour le grand public. On sait peu, par exemple, que la quasi-totdité
des images publicitaires, fixes ou mobiles, sont aujourd’ hui le résultat de reconstructions complétes, connues sous le nom de «post -produdtion». Les
mémes facilités peuvent affecter les informations d'actualité. Les seules véritables limites en la matiére ne tient qu'au délai et au colt de teles
manipulations. Les mémes procédés de numérisation permettent le stockage facile et sur une longue durée d'informations réutilisables a tout moment.

De méme qu’ une copie se distingue malaisément de I'original, une image d’ archives peut facilement donner le change avec une image dactudité».
2L Th. P. Novak — D. L. Hoffman, Bridging the Digital Divide: The Impact of Race on Computer Access and I nternet Use, in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.empowermentzone.com/race_int.txt, (From the web page: http://www2000.0gsm.vanderbilt.edu/papers/race/science html, Project 2000,
Vanderbilt University, February 2, 1998. This Working Paper is alonger version of the article, "Bridging the Racial Divide on the Internet,"

published in «Science», April 17, 1998): «That portion of the Internet known as the World Wide Web has been riding an exponential growth curve
since 1994 (Network Wizards 1998; Rutkowski 1998), coinciding with the introduction of NCSA's graphically - based softwareintefaceMosac for
"browsing" the World Wide Web (Hoffman, Novak, and Chatterjee 1995). Currently, over 29 million hosts are connected to the Internet worldwide
(Network Wizards 1998), and somewhere between 60 to 75 million adults (CyberAtlas 1998) in the United States alone have access to around 320
million unique pages of content (Lawrence and Giles 1998), globally distributed on arguably one of the most important communication innovationsin
history. Enthusiasm for the anticipated social dividends of this "revolution in democratic communication" (Hoffman 1996) that will "harnessthe
powerful forces of science and technology" (Clinton 1997a) for all members of our society appears boundless. The Internet is expected to do no less
than virtually transform society. Nowhere is this confidence expressed more clearly than in President Clinton's aggressive objective to wire every
classroom and library in the country by the year 2000 (NetDay 1998), followed by every home by the year 2007, so that "every 12-year-ddcanlog
onto the Internet" (Clinton 1997b)».
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con tutte le sue funzioni %%, Piu enigmatica @ I'interpretazione che vede poi I'accesso ad Internet
come |’ appartenenza ad "una Chiesa' (certamente una ‘chiesd senza un Papa o -forse- una Chiesa
tipicamente congregazionde?) > (1) Perché una tade andogia ipotetica e paradossae? S vogliono
evitare concetti soltanto  sociologici (0 anche politic) e suggerire un senso di ‘totdita  di
coinvolgimento’, ddl'andogia con un ‘modo totde di vivere la propria vita atraverso una fede
religiosd. Piuttosto che il 'nuovo, sembra che sa I'aspetto di totdita che atira I'attenzione degli
ossarvatori del fenomeno 24, Non s tratta tanto della cosiddetta dimensione ‘globde  come
edensone universde (transnazionde) dd web (planetaria 0 geografica) quanto invece della sua
capacita a ‘connetters’ riguardo a tutti gli aspetti della vita comune e personade dove niente rimane
estraneo. Per I'evangdlizzazione, non pud non colpire questo terreno di fronte dle stesse premesse
dell’ evangdizzazione: niente di quello che € umano gli era estraneo fuorché il peccato. ..

La piataforma multimedide di Internet pone anche la quedione de rgpporti  umani,
interpersondi ma sopratutto a distanza. 1l superamento de limiti dela smultaneita del luogo e ded
momento viene accentuato dale potenzialita di Internet. Nascerebbe cosi una ‘nonlocdita, o cioé
una ‘omnipresenza che pud essere concepita come area Spiritudle o interpretata come connettivita

22 M. Lerner, Learn the Net, Master the Basics: Net Anatomy, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=future+
of +Internet& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26requestl d%3Del12e3b5a2ce724f%26cli ckedl temRank%3D 2%26userQu
ery%3Dfuture%2Bof%2BI nternet%26c¢li ckedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.| earnthenet.com%252Fengli sh%252Fhtml %252F03f utur
e.htm%26invocati onType%3D-26fromPage?63DNSCPT op%26amp%3BampTest%3D1& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.|earnthenet.com9o2F
english%2Fhtml|%2F03future.htm: «Even though the Internet isaglobal network, in many waysit resembles asmall town, with similar services. Let's
say you want to send or receive mail. The Internet has electronic post offices. There are online libraries with millionsof booksand paiodicasyou
can use any time of the day or night. Chat rooms are the Internet equivalent of 24-hour coffee shops, with people eeger to geb anytimeyou want. The
World Wide Web is like a giant mall, where you can shop, order a pizza, preview amovie, and listen to radio stations from around the world. All of
these represent different ways of using the Internet. In the real world you travel to different places over the same network of roads using different
modes of transportation. Y ou might use acar for apleasure trip and atruck for hauling lumber. Getting around on the Internet works much the same
way. To understand the Internet, it is helpful to realize that many different kinds of communication go on at the same time. Y ou use different software
programs to accomplish different tasks: for instance, a web browser to access shopping sites and an e-mail program to send and receive messages.
Some programs, such as Microsoft Internet Explorer, actually contain more than one kind of program. For instance, Explorer hasaweb browser a
newsreader and a media player. (In later articles, we will explain what each of these programs do.) Y ou can aso use more specialized and
sophisticated software, such as Real Player, a stand-alone media player or combine different software programstogether into asystem that worksfor
you.

2 Th. P. Novak — D. L. Hoffman, Bridging the Digital Divide: The Impact of Race on Computer Access and Internet Use, in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.empowermentzone.com/race_int.txt, (From the web page: http://mww2000.ogsm.vanderbilt.edu/papers/race/science.html, Project 2000,
Vanderbilt University, February 2, 1998. This Working Paper is alonger version of the article, "Bridging the Racial Divide on the Internet,”
published in «Science», April 17, 1998): «Who Governs the Internet? In many ways the Internet is like a church: it has its council of elders, every
member has an opinion about how things should work, and you can either take part or not. It's your choice. The Internet hasno presdat, chief
operating officer, or Pope. The constituent networks may have presidents and CEO's, but that's a different issue; there's no single authority figure for
the Internet as a whole. The ultimate authority for where the Internet is going rests with the Internet Society, or ISOC. I1SOC is a voluntary
membership organization whose purpose is to promote global information exchange through Internet technology. (If you'd like more information, or
if you would like to join, contact information is provided in the "For More Information" section, near the end of this document.) It gppoints a council
of elders, which has responsibility for the technical management and direction of the Internet. The council of eldersisagroup of invited volunteers
called the Internet Architecture Board, or the IAB. The IAB meets regularly to "bless' standards and allocate resources, like addresses. The Internet
works because there are standard ways for computers and software applications to talk to each other. This all owscomputersfrom different vendorsto
communicate without problems. It's not an IBM -only or Sun-only or Macintosh-only network. The lAB isresponsble for these sandards; it decides
when a standard is necessary, and what the standard should be. When a sandard is required, it considers the problem, adopts a standard, and
announces it viathe network. (Y ou were expecting stone tablets?) The |AB also keeps track of various numbers (and other things) that must remain
unique. For example, each computer on the Internet has a unique 32- bit address; no other computer has the same address. How does this address get
assigned? The |AB worries about these kinds of problems. It doesn't actually assign the addresses, but it makes the rules about how to assign
addresses. Asin achurch, everyone has opinions about how things ought to run. Internet users express their opinions through meetings of the Internet
Engineering Task Force (IETF). The IETF is another volunteer organization; it meets regularly to discuss operational and near-termtechnice
problems of the Internet. When it considers a problem important enough to merit concern, the IETF sets up a "working group” for further
investigation. (In practice, "important enough" usually means that there are enough people to volunteer for theworking group.) Anyone can attend
|ETF meetings and be on working groups; the important thing is that they work. Working groups have many different functions, ranging from
producing documentation, to deciding how networks should cooperate when problems occur, to changing the meaning of the bitsin some kind of
packet. A working group usually produces a report. Depending on the kind of recommendation, it could just be documentation and made available to
anyone wanting it, it could be accepted voluntarily as agood ideawhich people follow, or it could be sent to the | AB to be declared a standard. If you
go to achurch and accept its teachings and philosophy, you are accepted by it, and receive the benefits. If you don't like it, you can leave Thechurch
isdtill there, and you get none of the benefits. Such isthe Internet. If a network accepts the teachings of the Internet, is connected to it, and considers
itself part of it, then it is part of the Internet. It will find things it doesn't like and can addressthose concernsthrough the IETF. Some concerns may be
considered valid and the Internet may change accordingly. Some of the changes may run counter to the religion, and be rejected. If the network does
something that causes damage to the Internet, it could be excommunicated until it mends its evil ways».

24 H, Pigeat, Ethique des médias et révolution de I’ Internet, Rome 2001 (pro manuscripto — Centre culturel Saint-LouisdeFrance), p. 3: «'Intemet
est le résultat de la rencontre de plusieurs techniques. L'informatique, appel ée aussi numérisation permet de traiter sur le méme support des textes, des
sons et des images. L es téléommunications, grace aux satellites, a lafibre optique et au spectre hertzien ouvrent des capacités de transmission
pratiquement sans limite. La plupart des activités industrielles et des services sont bouleversés par I’ Internet: services bancaires, services
administratifs, commerce, médecine, enseignement etc...».
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pil veoce ddla luce (ddla dicitura dela ricaca ddle shenze fisiche) 2°. Riguardo

dl’evangdizzazione, ¢i colpisce questo distacco da un ancoraggio locde per la codituzione delle
comunita credenti. Ma anche I'ampio affresco ‘nomade dd Libro degli Atti ha una sua vdenza da
non escludere apriori e forse darivautare per i tempi che stanno davanti anoi.

S s che Internet gppare come la piataforma sulla quale s edifica la ‘societa del sapere
(non necessariamente di una migliore ‘conoscenzal)... Con la ‘ret€, S aticolerd una crescita
esponenzide dd ‘sgpere (ddl’anno “0” d 1750, il sapere umano S raddoppia, dal 1750 a 1900 s
moltiplica per due un'dtra volta un'dtra volta verso il 1950 e l'ultima ng 10 anni seguenti,
immaginiano poi da Internet in poi) 2°... Con Internet, tramite la codificazione binaria con la quae
S potranno trattare tutte le informazioni trascritte in modo numerico 2’ e con la fulminea rapidita s
aggiungera dla semplicita della codifica 2® per sapere ogni cosa, in una ricerca sempre pitl accesa di
quello che g trova di piu interessante. S presenta cosi un primo sottofondo nd quale S muovera
I'evangdizzazione internettianac 'annuncio 9 fa ndla maltiplicazione esponenzide dd  sapere
umano. Una osservazione S impone, a questo punto: spesso s sente dire —da parte ecclesiagtica- che
la gente e gli dess informatori sono sempre meno informati sulle cose ddla fede e vediamo che le
persone sono sempre pit coinvolte nell’assmilare il sapere in tutti i campi. Come mal, dlora, che
sgppia sempre meno sulla fede? Non pud mancare, qui, un accenno illudrativo a ricordo della
primissma evangdizzazione in cui gli dess goodoli, informando sulle vie ddla sdvezza cridiana
S sentivano rigpondere dagli ascoltatori ammirati: “non sapevamo neanche che c'era uno Spirito

% N. F. McInnis, THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ELECTRONIC SEMINAR ON WHOLENESS, Time To Think The World Back Together, in
«Internet» 2004, http://www.newciv.org/ISSS_Primer/seminar.html: «Nonlocality is here to stay. The Internet reflects a recatly dscoveredad
mysterious quality of the universe, a quality of so-called "nonlocality.” The term "nonlocal" was initially coined to describe observable and

measurable interactions that seem to exceed the speed of light. For instance, certain influences of subatomic particles on other particles are
instantaneous, occurring in less than the amount of time required for light to travel between them--asif the particleswere telepathic. And in the
cosmos at large, galaxies that are many more billions of light years apart than the universeis billions of years old respond identically to the same
physical laws even though no signal could have traveled between them to convey the influence of these laws. According to the macrocosmic view of

nonlocality, any particles that have once been in local relationship remain forever within each other'simmediate influence, no matter how far apart
they may drift. This suggests that everything has always been in relationship with everything else ever since the "Big Bang," themoment of cosmic
origin during which all of the matter and energy in today's far-flung universe was initially localized at a single point. Universally distributed

influences are termed "omnipresent” when they are considered to be spiritual. They are cadled "nonloca" by those who conceive of them as purely
physical. Regardless of what we may choose to call them, such influences by any other name are just as mysterious, and they are likewise just as

lacking for an explanation within the limits of current scientifically ordained reality. Another type of omnipresence, or nonloca everywhereness, is

also characteristic of holograms in which the totality of the holographic image is present at every point».

26 C. Guinchat - M. Menou, Introduction générale aux sciences et techniques de I'information et de la documentation, Paris 1981, p. 20: «D' gorésla
National Education Association américaine, «il afallu attendre 1750 pour que le savoir de I’homme de I’ époque du Christ puisse étre seulement
doublé. Une nouv elle multiplication par deux s est achevée cent cinquante ans plus tard, en 1900... La quatriéme multiplication de ce genre, pour

I”’ensemble du savoir scientifique, s est déroulée dans la seule décennie qui suit 1950. D’ une autre maniére, on peut dire que la connaissance
technol ogique a été multipliée par dix tous les cinquante ans depuis plus de deux mille huit cents ans. En 1950, on comptait 1 000 000 de chercheurs

et d’ingénieurs dans le monde. En 1900, ils étaient au nombre de 100 000, en 1850 10 000 et en 1800 1 000 (1)». En I’ effectif des savants et
chercheurs, qui constituent la source principale de connaissances et d’ informations scientifiquca, ne cesse de croitre: il atteint sans doute les dix

millions aujourd’ hui (2). En outre, a la comnmunauté scientifique proprement dite s’ ajoutent maintenant toutes sortes d’ autres utilisateurs:

adininistrateurs, chefs d’ entreprise, industriels, juristes, hommes politiques, éducateurs, etc., non seulement demandeurs, mais de plus en plus
producteurs d’informationa nouvelles. A la multiplication de I’ offre répond, selon un processus saturel, celle de la demande. A ces groupes
d’ utilisateurs appartiennent tous ceux qui, d une maniérc ou d'une autre, participent de «l’industrie du savoir», ¢’ est-a-diredelaproduction, dela
distribution et de la consommation des connaissances. On peut poser en principe que «tout transfert de connaissances équivaut a un transfert
d’informations, et vice versa» (3), Ce que I’industrie du savoir, dont laraison d’ étre est d' assurer cette trangmisson des connaissances-informations,
continuera de croitre rapidement dans un monde fondé sur le progres scientifique».

(1) G. Anderla. L’information en 1985. Une étude prévisionnelle des besoins et des ressources, p. 14 et 19, Paris, OCDE, 1973./(2) GtéinUnis<...,
op. cit., p. 11-12./ (3) G. Anderla, op. cit., p. 68.

27J, J. Servan Schreiber, Le Défi mondial, Paris 1980, pp. 351-352 : «On sait que le principe fondamental de fonctionnement detouslesordineteurs
modernes repose sur ce 0 et sur ce 1. ils ne connaissent in ne connaitront aucun autre signe. Mais ils peuvent érire ainsi tous la nombres, jusqu’a
Linfini. Telle est I' arithmétique binaire, d' une simplicité si nouvelle qu’ elle va enfanter 1’ une apres 1’ autre, du fait méme qu’ ellees laplussimple
toutes les capacités de latechnologie informatique. Avec 1’ écriture binaire, on part de 0, qui s écrit 0. On continue avec le 1, qui s écrit 1. On arrive a
2. Accepter d’ajouter le 2 en troisieme signe, serait s' écarter de la simplicité essentielle du calcul binaire, et se perdre. Donc, on refusele 2. 1

s écrira 10. On arrive au 3: il s'écrit 11. Le 4 s écrit 100 (toujours deux signes seulement). Le 5 s écrit (les choses deviennent automatiques): 101. Le
6: 110. Le 7: 111. Le 8: 1000. Le 9, sous la contrainte inflexible du binaire: 1001. Ainsi de suite pour 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 (1010, 1011, 1100,
1101,1110 et 1111). Toujours deux signes seulement. En arrivant au 16, on a épuisé les combinaisons, sur une longueur de quatre, des deux sgnesO
et 1. Il faut donc allonger. 16 s'écrit donc: 10000. |7 devient: 10001. Et ainsi de suite».

28 R. Escarpit, Théorie de I'information et pratique politique, Paris 1981, p. 29: «Mais un seuil n’avraiment été franchi que lorsque les progrés de
1’ électronique ont permis d' accélérer fantastiquement le processus tout en réduisant 1’ ensemble des calculs a des additionset dessousradtionsde
base deux. En effet, les mémoires el ectromagnétiques, fonctionnant sur le principe du tout ou rien, sont par definition binares Un ordingteur nesait
compter que jusgu’ a deux et ne connalt que les deux premieres opérations, maisil les effectue et les combine tellement vite qu'il peut reconstituer
n’importe quel calcul des milliers, voire des millions de fois plus rapidement que le cerveau humain. Les machines combinatoires ne fournissent pas
vraiment d'information, mais, aux yeux d'un observateur humain, les événements qui se produisent a la sortie sont, sur le moment, assez

imprévisibles pour avoir valeur d’information pendant le temps qu'il faudrait &’ observateur pour obtenir 1’information par ses propres moyens».
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Santo....” (At 19, 2). | primi tesimoni avevano saputo informare sull’essenzide, sorprendendo il
loro pubblico... e § sono dimostrati credibili... Piu che mai, oggi, Internet ¢i chiede se sgppiamo
fae 1o #es0 0 = ¢ damo limitati ad informare su aspetti piu formai e periferici del’evento
crisiano. Il pubblico avendo a disposizione un sgpere in via di crescita esponenzide, sara difficile
trattare la gente come ‘poveri ignoranti’ solo perché sanno poco delle cose ecclesidi. Ed ecco una
seconda lezione che 9 ddinea ddle premesse di Internet: Samo davwero cepaci di essere
‘crigianamente interessanti’ con cio che mandiamo in circolazione? Far capire davvero le vie dele
promesse, gia i primi evangdizzatori ebbero a rispondere a quedta dtesa (cfr I'esperienza di
Filippo) “come posso capire € nessuno me lo spiega...” (At 8, 31). Non abbiamo —forse- spiegato
assa meno lalettura evangdica che le nodtre organizzazioni varie?

Il ‘cyberspace potrebbe diventare I'aperto crogiuolo di tutte le problematiche umane ndle
loro diverse scete, sentimenti e discenimenti %°. S tratterebbe di una fase dd tutto nuova
dell’ esperienza umana *°. Alcuni pensano che potrebbe nascere una “e-mind’, o cio@ una e
intelligenza o intdligenza interconnettiva 3'. S parla dela ‘fine definitiva dd monopolio dericde

29 M. Holitscher, Global Internet Governance and the Rise of the Private Sector (published in Swiss Political Science Review), in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.internetstudies.org/research/papers/spsr.html: «Jamal Shahin argues that the Internet can be conceived as the most comprehensvemdting
pot of the latest innovationsin the field of international communication technologies (ICTs). From his perspective, the Internet effectively collapses
the constraints of time and distance to mere irrelevance thus instituting a borderlessvirtua space within which networked actors can fredy organize
themselves, be they individuals or corporations. As such, the Net creates an unprecedented unity of the local and the global sphere, actually
eliminating the concept of the state from how the world is spatially ordered in the perception of its users. Hence, the very notion of interna state
sovereignty, which is derived from a governments' monopoly of power over a spatially defined territory and its population, loses much of its
significance in cyberspace».

30", Strehovec, Theories of Internet Culture and Internet Textuality, in «Internet» 2002, http://www2.arnes.si/~ljzpubsl/theories.htm:
«DESCRIPTION OF NEW RESEARCH PROJECT ON THEORIES OF CYBERCULTURE. Today, the traditional media, such as theprirt, film,
radio and television, co-exist with the new interactive media (the Internet being the leading one), which are not only opening up possibilities of global
information saving, real-time data transfer and of on-line communication, but also have numerous anthropologica, aestheticd, culturd, socid and
political implications. These media are also a means of forming new cultural contents and means of establishing manners and approaches of how
these contents are accepted, which has quite an impact on contemporary art, on life styles, fashion and design. Internet cultureisan integral part of a
wider concept of cyberculture, its essential concepts being interactivity, (total) immersion and participation as role and identity switching,
dematerialization of the object and decentralization of the subject, however, it has also other specific features that will be dealt with in this research».
31 p, Manzelli, Le nuove teorie di sviluppo della mente e le nuove tecnologie di apprendimento: strategie per condviderela progettadoneegesione
di sistemi complessi di formazione continua on line, (convegno: Inforscuola -Udine — 3/4/5 dicembre 2002), in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.chim2.unifi.it/group/education/index.html: «La rapida crescita della complessita dei sstemi dettronici di comunicazioneinterattivaed
intelligenza artificiale determinalo sviluppo di un invisibile cervello elettronico (e.Brain) cio€' di una creaturavirtuale le cui bracciasono i Robot, le
cui gambe sono nuovi sistemi di trasporto, i cui organi di senso sono i sensori artificiali che utilizzano una gammadi frequenze che vaoltre le
possibilitadi ricezione umana, ecc..ecc.. tutto cio’ determina un profondo cambiamento epocale nelle necessitadi apprendimento e di formazione
mentale dei giovani in funzione delle loro possibilita’ di lavoro intellettuale nella futura societa’ Europea della economia della conoscenza... In
sostanza I’ uomo non nasce intelligente , ma lo puo diventare se viene educato in modo adeguato ad esercitarela conunicazonedela proprio
pensiero ed attitudini, nel contesto epocale di sviluppo dei sistemi di comunicazione... A patire datde assunto, € importante andizzare qudi sano
oggi le strategie di formazione ed utilizzazione del sistema mnemonico cerebrale che risultano necessarie per attuare il confronto del flusso dei deti
informativi, selezionandoli opportunamente, per esercitare unamodificasignificativadell’ apprendimento pregresso, tale che favoriscala plasticital
delle potenziali caratteristiche intellettuali di un individuo e dellasocieta’ in divenire... Lacapacita’ di risposta proattivadel cervello viene quindi a
dipendere dal confronto del flusso dei dati informativi con la articolazione delle memorie individuali , di conseguenzado vaaconnetters conle
modalita’ con cui viene codificato nell’ appendimento al fine di poter fornire nuove significazioni del pensiero e del comportamento, relative ala
informazione rivevuta , attuando una rinnovata elaborazione del ricordo... Le varieforme di intelligenza, relative alla capacitadi pensare, vengono
pertanto a dipendere essenzialmente dalle modalita’ di elaborazione dellainformazione in significati che si esercitanel dare sviluppo allamemoria
semantica... Dunque I'evoluzione biologica tende ad espandere flessibilmente i campi d'interazione neuronali favorendo quelle capacita di
apprendimento che corispondono ad una riorganizzazione delle aree di integrazione delle attivita mnemoniche in modo dafavorire le potenzialital di
comunicazione sociale di  pensiero ed azioni in una determinata epoca. .. Invero troppo spesso in questa complessa situazione di traformazione
culturale ci troviamo come una crisalide che continui a ragionare come il bruco invece di cercar di comprendere il propriofuturod farfala.. E
attualmente possibile infatti realizzare un passaggio diverso di trasformazione della memoria episodica individualein memoria memoria semantica
comunicativa, in modo da utilizzare appropriatamente il processo di “ esternalizzazione della memoria” inrete telematicainterattiva, ponendoin
sinergia una ampia condivisione di conoscenze, non piu’ centrata sul I’ apprendimento individuale (learner centered training) , masul nework
collaborativi finalizzati alla costruzione di una*“ intelligenza connettiva distribuita in rete” . (learning teams centered “ e-educatior)... Il limitedi
tale sistema “ unidirezionale” di informazione, consiste proprio nel fatto che limitando la proattivita’ nelle costruzione del sapere, non e stato
storicamente possibile dare sviluppo ad una “ intelligenza connettiva “ che sara’ lareale premessa di una effettiva “ democradaculturale’ lagude
potra svilupparsi nel prossimo futuro, sulla base di una costruzione coscientemente interattiva e quindi non piv ggachizzataddlacondivisonedd
sapere... Dobbiamo oggi contatare pero’ che larealizzazione di una‘ necessita di cambiamento propria di una epocadi trasformazione sociale ed
economica nel quale stiamo vivendo, per quanto gia' abbia a disposizione lo strumento tecnologico di comunicazione interattiva, si sviluppain un
contesto formativo nel quale sono ancora carenti le competenze ed abilital necessarie per generare una ampia integrazione trareti tecnologiche e reti
sociali. Pertanto lo strumento “internet”, va considerato ancora come una condizione necessaria, ma non sufficiente per attuare un rapido
cambiamento cognitivo ed acquisire quelle raffinate capacita’ e professionalita’innovative, proprie nella gestione creativa delle conoscenze nd
WWW, che rappesentano |a effettiva esigenza primaria per organizzare lo sviluppo della futura societa’ della“ Economia della Conoscenza”...
Putroppo la nuova “ dimensione reticolare delle conocenze” , frutto della applicazione delle nuove tecnologie di comunicazioneinintamet, lequdi
permttono un semplice “CLICK” di comunicare in tempo reale con varie parti del mondo generando un ampio spazio virtuale per lacondivisione
cognitiva, in vero non posseggono ancora quelle caratteristiche che permettano un rafforzamento emozionde delle memorie semantiche, limitando in
tal guisa laintegrazione del “ sistema limbico” nell’ attuazione del passaggio da “memoria a Breve termine in memoria a Lungo termine”...
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(di ‘diritto divino’) come controllo sulla conoscenza e sull’ esperienza umana *2. Ritroviamo cos il
riferimento  dl’”inizio des0” ddle vicende comunicative I'affermazione dela libera editorig,
asociata ad un momento critico della gtoria, I'umanesmo, il Rinascimento, la Riforma e a tutto
quelo che rappresenta |’emancipazione umana ddla cosddetta ‘era della modernitd . Per
I'evangdizzazione questo dgnifica che il terreno umano sara ulteriormente difficile da coinvolgere
in modo recettivo. Pl che un potente mezzo che c fadilita il compito, avremo dele esigenze piu
sodanzidi da tenere presente. La primissma evangelizzezione ¢ ricorda —cosi- convergentemente
I'esitazione del pubblico -probabilmente ben informato- di Paolo al’areopago di Atene (come viene
chiamato oggi il mondo dei media **) a proposito del suo annuncio ‘shock’ sulla risurrezione: “ti
sentiremo su questo un’dtra volta’ (At 17, 32). O ciog, I'atenzione del pubblico non é ‘scontatal
per tutto quello che inseriamo sul pacoscenico degli scambi a distanza,

Riguardo a questa inteligenza interconnettiva, non 9 tretta piu - dice- d ‘intdligenza
atificde ma di una ‘coscienza comune. S pala di Internet come di una specie di ‘mente
planetaria  (estensione del Sistema nervoso, dla McLuhan) in via di configurazione °. S considera

Viceversale “memorie implicite” , sono solo apparentemente rimosse od inattive, pur continuando, ad agire fuori daogni condizionamento linguistico
, ell” inconscio fornendo la possibilita reconditadi forgiare crestivamenteil rinnovamento della nostra personalital nell’ attivita piu’ propriadell’
immaginario, anche durante il sogno... Presei considerazione |e precedenti note s iniziaintuitivamente a comprendere come divenga possibile che
I Ego- genotipico, inizi aformarsi nell’ interattivita® dellarete quasi inconsciamente nell’ ambito dello sviluppo delle “ Intdligenza Connettivel’,
estendendosi nell’ organizzare le conoscenze nel “WWW” mediante la formazione di “ comunita virtuali”, per goprodare ad progressvemente dla
formazione di un nuovo dominio delle memoarie semantiche distribuite dalla condivisione di conoscenza, pur nellacarenzadi un rafforzamento
emozionale individuale dellamemoria... L' immaginazione, favorita dalle relazioni di comunicazione virtuale, pud pertanto sopperiredlacarenza
di un rinforzo emotivo nei percorsi d integrazione delle memorie semantiche nellaloro estensione reticolare, recuperando almeno parzial mente,
mediante un piu potente ricorso al’ immaginario, le memorie recondite, che erano state escluse dai tradizionali percorsi di formazione dei process d
integrazione cerebral e della memoria semanticaindividuale... Concludendo questa breve personalissimariflessione su “Le nuove teorie dellamente e
le nuove Tecnologie” , mi sento di poter affermare che, il dischiudersi di potenzialita nuove nella“ condivisonedi conoscenze’, lequdi implicano
rinnovate relazioni tra cultura universale e mente individuale nell’ ambito di una rinnovata “ intelligenza connettiva”, comportera profonde
modificazioni dei caratteri distintivi tradizionali della formazione della memoria e della sua evocazione».

32 E. Brooks, N. Heyman, J. Pyon, Social Interaction On The Internet: An Application of Erving Goffman's Sociological Theories, in«Internet» 2002,
http://socserv2.mcmaster.ca/soc/courses/socdj 3/stuweb/cyber9/front.htm: «What isit about Cyberspace that makes people flock to it in record
numbers? Its development has led to a transformation in the way we think, communicate, and interact. When we look at the history of
communication, we see ourselves moving from a point where the church controlled what was learned; no one but the clergy was ableto read. Thisled
to the print culture which opened up new and exciting possibilities of communication and interaction. Members of society became functionally literate
human beings. (Spender 3) It appeared as though print was the revol utionary medium that was going to change society, but along came the telephone
which was prophesized to bring doom and gloom. People were going to be able to contact loved ones, friends, and relatives without ever havingto
actually see them. (Spender 192) Now fast forward to the twentieth century and we are now seeing people communicate with individuals across the
globe. No longer are people restricted to the familiar, but it is possible to be exposed to the unfamiliar. Cyberspace has changed the way individuas
interact with one another in their daily lives. Its existence has created awhole new "virtual community" where the norms of face to face interaction is
becoming obsolete. The question becomes, how do we balance traditional interaction and communication with the phenomenon of Cyberspace?».
33 Cfr A. Joos, Antropologia comunicazionale (corso per la Universita romane), pro manoscritto, Roma 1980-200--. A. Dulles, TheChurchis
Communications in «Multimedia International», 1972 n° 1, p. 8: «The Reformation can be understood, to a great extent, in terms of the
communications revolution of the sixteenth century. After Gutenberg, it became possible to put copies of the Bible in everybody's hands. Therewesa
sudden spate of translations of the Bible and arapid rise in the rate of literacy. Under these conditions it became possible for atheologian such as
Luther to appeal effectively to the Bible against the pope and the hierarchy. Because the Bible wasaccessbleto so many people, thefolmula"sola
Scriptura” could become a popular slogan. In sixteenth century Protestantism the old ecclesiastical system of mediation was drastically simplified.
The medieval priest was replaced by the Biblical homilist simply vested in a scholar's gown».

34 Jean Paul 11, Lettre encyclique “ Redemptoris missio*, n° 37, in «Acta Apostolicae Sedis», 1991 n° LXXXI11, p. 285: d_epraTier aéopegedes
temps modernes est le monde de la communitation, qui donne une unité a |’ humanitéen faisant d elle, commeon diit, un “grand village”. Les médias
ont pris une telle importance qu'ils sont, pour beaucoup de gens, le moyen principai d’ information et de formation; ils guident et inspirent les compor-
tements individuels, familiaux et sociaux».

3% NEW THOUGHT NETWORK (NTN), Globalizing New Thought. The Internet as a New Thought Form [Thispagewas la patialy updatedon
December 25, 2001], in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ngboomframe.jsp2query=internet%27s+influencet+on+human+person& page
=2& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3D 10010201196€7619%26c¢li ckedl temRank%3D 14%26userQuery%3Dinternet
%2527s%2Binfluence%2Bon%2Bhuman%2B person%26c¢lickedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.newthought.net%252Fgl obal izing. ht
m%26invocationType%3Dnext%26fromPage%3DNSCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D 1& remove_url=http%3A %2F%2Fwww.newthought.net
%2Fglobalizing.htm: «The Internet functions as a simulated "the way it works" of human consciousness, empowering the synergetic coordination of
the globally extended nervous system that results from our electronic "wiring" of the planet. Having interconnected theworld' s peoplesand their
diverse economic and political functions, humankind is now employing the Internet's technological simulation of consciousness to bring global
coherence to humankind's social interactions by means of its emerging digital brain. As does the human brain, the Internet functions holographically
because it is operationally a digital hologram. All of itis"here" at every point of access. Accordingly, what our digitized mind knows at any point
may be known at al points. Viathe Internet, any place in its cyberspace is at the same time everywhere in its cyberspace, andevay placeislikenise
anywhere accessible. The Internet makes it possible for the all-of-uswho know more than any of usto become adigital whole mind catalog, which
we may consult on virtually any subject. As aglobal brain for the entire human species, the Internet is a means by which humankind's collective
consciousness, including our "collective unconscious" (Carl Jung) and "race mind" (Ernest Holmes), is becoming self-consciousof thewaysof its
own workings in the evolution of consciousness overall. Within this conscious evolutionary process, avigorous New Thought online community may
function as a spiritually integrative node».
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la rete anche come “cervelo globade’ o “cervello smbiotico’, cioé collettivo *°. Da tessuto della
rete, § prevedono —in questo senso- fondamentdi cambiamenti ndlle cgpacita e ndla configurazione
mentde, e sono le trasformazioni della dimensione religiosa che appaiono prioritarie 3’. Considerare
la mente umana come irraggiungibile patendo da ‘macchinari’ dela computerizzazione sarebbe
soltanto un rimasuglio del ‘razionaismo’ 8. Internet potrebbe rappresentare, secondo acuni, una
‘rete intelligente’ che confermerebbe I'idea di una ‘societa come organismo’ °. Ma dlora, ddlla sua
edensone dessa la ‘rete€ 9 auto-concentrerebbe in una cepacitd di ‘iper-cervello’ panumano?
Andiamo verso un’dtra implosone? S dice anche che la ‘rete potrebbe servire come un cervello

% F. Eilighen, The Global Brain FAQ (Principia Cybernetica Web), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/nsboomframejgpuay=intemet
%27stinfluence+on+human+brain& page=2& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3D 107051b9c7f6040b%26clickedltem
Rank%3D18%26user Query%3Dinternet%2527s%2Binfluence%2B on%2Bhuman%2Bbrain%26clickedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fpesp
mcl.vub.ac.be%252FGBRAIFA Q.html%26invocationType%3Dnext%26fromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D 1& remove_url=ht
tp%3A%2F%2Fpespmcl.vub.ac.be%2FGBRAIFAQ.html: «Although the analogy between organism and society can be applied even to primitive
societies, it becomes clearly more applicable as technology develops. As transport and communication become more efficient, different parts of
global society become more interdependent. At the same time, the variety of ideas, specializations, and subculturesincreases. Thissmultaneous
integration and differentiation creates an increasingly coherent system, functioning at a much higher level of complexity. The emergence of such a
higher order system may be called a "metasystem transition" (a concept introduced by V. Turchin). Examples of metaystem transtionsincude the
origin of life and the development of multicellular organismsout of single celled ones. The gppearance of aglobal brain, functioning a amuch higher
level of intelligence than its human components, seems a prime example of such a metasystem transition.
37 J. F., The Human Mind Will Change Radically Over Time According to Retired Princeton Physicist, (Issue: March 7, 2002), in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m4PRN/2002_March_7/83544119/pV/article.jhtml? term=internet+and+human+mind: «<PRINCETON, N.J. --The
human mind will change radically over time, developing grester capacity and complexity, and will have an increasing sense of reality, according to a
writing under the "Neural changes, which added reason to animal emotion to make humans human, are still incompl etebut will graduelly seek better
balance," according to Brain, author of "The Way Things Are: The Changing Perspective of Human Existence" (24.99). The author describes original
and subsequent life as chemical reactions of the Earth resulting in human form through many stages. The human mind represents the highest
intellectual power to date but falls far short of ideal societal needs. Inhumane and uncontrolled behavior is expected to continue to permeate society
until positive forces effect change. Brain created the concept of "neurocultural evolution™ which he says accompanies biological evolution. Itis
defined as the cumulative effect of the cellular mechanisms of learning and memory, the major force in human progress, resulting from
intercommunication through the senses. Brain predicts that persistent religious conflict will gradually decline and religions as we know them will
eventually disappear. It suggests that the widely held notion of the existence of a personal god to which one can communicate and expect reponse,
will be regarded as quite primitive. Behavior will increasingly depend on human fellowship unrelated to the imaginative spiritual world. "Increasing
world communication and travel will eventually result in greater genetic mixing, leading to amore uniform racia and ethnic population with fewer
causes of difference and conflict," Brain says. "I also envision long-term full occupation of our small planet under a single democratic form of
9overnment without borders"».

® E. Dietrich, Book review, Jerry Fodor, The Mind Doesn't Work That Way: The Scope and Limits of Computational Psychology, (Winter, 2001),
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2000, 126 pp., in «Internet» 2002, http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m2483/4_22/82129234/pl/article.jhtm|?
term=internet+and+human+mind: « Of course, humans and machines can and do short-circuit thisinfinite regress by the process of theimmediate
inference: We can just see that B istrue given that (A implies B) and A are true. Immediate justification, like this, is abrutefatt, andit hesbeenwel
known for some time now that the way to handle immediate justification isto assimilate it to perception. Standing in the Jackson Hole valley in
western Wyoming, | don't need to justify that | see the Grand Tetons beyond just noting that | seethem. There are deep issues here to be sure (some
involving consciousness), but nothing in the nature of heuristics prevents computers and humans from using them to do abductive reasoning. It isjust
that the abductive reasoning will always be defeasible. Here's a good way to put the point. Clark Glymour has pointed out that it is standard in
machine learning to use the following rule: (1) In any new context or domain, test a variety of heuristics on a subsample and then apply the best-
performing heuristics to predict new cases in the whole domain. Now, it istrue that thisruleisitself a heuristic, but we do not need yet another
heuristic to deploy it; we just deploy it. Fodor is aware of all thisin his book. He says, "The relevant consderaionsaremuch of thesort that arosein
Achilles famous discussion with the tortoise" (p. 44). He even says, "The reason [a computer] is ableto [get B from ((A [right arrow] B) & A)], the
tortoise to the contrary notwithstanding, is basically this: Given a derivation which includes formulas of the form A and A [right arrow] B, the
detachment of B is effected automatically by an architectural process ... (p. 44). It is very puzzling, therefore, why Fodor can't see that it isthe
immediate inference that saves both humans and computers, but to the Fodor-phile, the answer is available. Fodor is a framing neorationalist.
Neorationalism is the view that many of our most important concepts are innate and that reason is the primary source of knowledge, nottheworld.
Fodor has been quite explicit that heis out to free cognitive science from the reigning empiricism (see, for example, Fodor [1998] and the review by
Giesy and Dietrich [2001]). Empiricism is the view that almost all our concepts are learned, andin generd, it isthe view that our knowledgeis basad
on experience of, and sensorimotor interaction with, the world. Only an empiricist is going to be much impressed by the power of the immediate
inference in all cognition. Put another way, only an empiricist is going to seelots of cognition, especially higher cognition, asinterestingly similar to
perception. Rationalists draw a sharp distinction between the processes of higher cognition and those of perception. Fodor is the strongest advocate
for drawing this distinction, which is, indeed, one of the main themes of this book. Because Fodor hates empiricism root and branch, he cannot see
that lots of cognition, especially higher cognition, isinterestingly similar to perception».
gl) Clark Glymour, personal communication, 2001.

°F. Eilighen, The Global Brain FAQ (Principia Cybernetica Web), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/nsg'boomframe.jsp2query=internet
%27s+influence+on+human+brain& page=2& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3D 107051b9c7f6040b%26clickedl tem
Rank%3D 18%26user Query%3Dinternet%2527s%2Binfl uence%2B on%2Bhuman%2B brain%26cli ckedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fpesp
mcl.vub.ac.be%252FGBRAIFAQ.html%26invocati onType%3Dnext%26fromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampT est %3D1& remove_url=ht
tp%3A%2F%2Fpespmcl.vub.ac.be%2FGBRAIFAQ.html: «Asthe variety of namesindicates, many people have independently developed the idea of
society as an organism with its own nervous system, each adding their own insights to our understanding of the globa brain. Smplistic andogies
between a social system and the body, such as "the king is the head", "the farmers are the feet", date back at least to the Ancient Greeks and the
Middle Ages. This analogy provided inspiration to the 19th century founders of sociology, being developed perhaps most extensively by Herbert
Spencer (see his "Society is an Organism"). The evolutionary theologist Teilhard de Chardin was probably the first to focus on the mental
organization of this social organism, which he called the "noosphere”. Around the same time, the science fiction writer H. G. Wells proposed the
concept of a"world brain" as a unified system of knowledge, accessibleto al. The term "global brain" seemsto have been first used in 1983 by P.
Russell. Thefirst people to have made the connection between this concept and the emerging Internet may well be G. Mayer-Kressand J deRosay.
F. Heylighen, J. Bollen and B. Goertzel appear to be the first researchers to have proposed concrete methods that might turn the Internet into an
intelligent, brain-like network».
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non soltanto multi-umano ma anche per la sessa terra, rispondendo cosi dle atese delle smboliche
legate a concetto “Gaid’ “°. Internet, basato sul libero e ala libera iniziativa, acodera la
consgpevolezza umana sulla propria responssbilita multiforme riguardo dl'impetto della sua attivita
sul mondo: in dtre parole, la questione ‘etica non € pit una questione di vautazione ‘privatad ma
diventa una priorita ‘pubblica *!. Cosa vuol dire questo per I'evangdizzazione? Innanzitutto, samo
d fronte —tramite la ‘rete- dl'avwento di una posshile ‘coscientizzazione€ dela comunita umana,
molto piu ampia e profonda che in passato (e dunque di una partecipazione ‘di basg molto piu
edesa su tutti i problemi). La primissma evangdizzezione S trovo gia in presenza di questa
‘cgpacita di sentire e comprendere d di 1a de limiti della propria lingua e cultura di cio che dli
apostoli proclamavano (cfr At 2). Non g tratta —qui, pero- di una ‘pentecot€ ma di una
illuminazione ddle conoscenza umane in quato tde ed anchessa rilevante.
L’evangdizzazione non potra non prendere pate a questa coscientizzazione sempre piu nutrita da
tutte le questioni della convivenza.umana (dai conflitti, alo sviluppo, al’ecologia, ecc...).

L’'incidenza di Internet sulla comunita umana € $pesso messa in relazione con |'assetto
complessvo de rapporti umani  oggi, Sa chiamata globdizzazione, transnaziondita,
deregolamentazione, commercidizzazione e via dicendo #2, anche se questo non & del tutto provato
43... Sappiamo che ndla globdizzazione, il capitde S rende indipendente dala produzione e dd

0 F, Eilighen, The Global Brain FAQ (Principia Cybernetica Web), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ng/boomframe.jsp2query=
internet%27s+influence+on+human+brain& page=2& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request| d%3D107051b9c7f6040b%626clic
kedltemRank%3D 18%26userQuery%3Dinternet%2527s%2Binfl uence%2Bon%2Bhuman%2Bbrain%26cli ckedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%2
52Fpespmcl.vub.ac.be%252FGBRA I FA Q.html %26invocationType%3D next%26fromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D 1& remov
e_url=http%3A%2F%2Fpespmcl.vub.ac.be%2FGBRAIFAQ.html: «Gaia (the Greek goddess of the Earth) is the name given to the hypothesisthat

the planet Earth itself isaliving organism. This organism would be able to regulate its own essential variables, such as temperature and composition

of the atmosphere. Compared to the superorganism as we have defined it, this "Gaian" organism seemsvery primitive, with alevel of intelligence
comparable perhaps to the one of a bacterium. At present, Gaia and the global superorganism are still largely independent, and the effect of society on

the global ecosystem appears unsustainable. However, several authors have argued that Gaia and the superorganism will evolve to a state of
symbiosis, that may eventually lead to a merging of the two. Thus, the GB would not only form a brain for humanity, but for the whole of Planet

Earth».

“1 H. Pigeat, Ethique des médias et révolution de I’ Internet, Rome 2001 (pro manuscripto — Centre culturel Saint-LouisdeFrance), p. 17: «Par une
curiense ironie, I’ éthique débouche au XX 1° siécle sur une question de société. Alors qu'on avait voulu, depuis le XVIlI°séde laconfiner alagphére

privée, elle simpose an centre de la sphere publique. Ce retour de I'éthique est La conséquence de la fin d'une certaine idée de progres. Pour la
premiére fois depuis deux siecles, la science change de signification. Apres sétre bornée dans I'antiquité a tenter de comprendre lanature, elle a

ensuite produit des techniques qui permettaient al'homme de sy adapter, avant de sengager plus tardivement dans |a transformation méme de la

nature. La science continue a progresser, mais en osant transformer la nature, elle engendre une inquiétude fondamentale. La conviction qu'elle serve

le bien-étre et le bonheur humain n'est plus certaine. Plusieurs domaines illustrent cette inquiétude. Les formes modernes d’ énergie ont fatrecuerles

limites des forces humaines, mais cette énergie parait difficilement contrdlable et en revanche certainement destructrice de I'environnement. La
biologie arendu plus forts les végétaLix, les animaux et étres humains. En touchant alavie, elle semble toutefois avoir révei11é lamalediction de
Proméhée puni pour avoir volé aux dieux le feu, c'est-a-dire la science et latechnique. Les nouvelles techniques de communication soulévent un
probléme comparable. Le traitement numérique de I'information donne al’intelligence humaine des capacités centupl ées de rassembler et comparer

les donnees. || superpose aussi au monde réel, un monde «virtuel», ¢ est-a-dire artificiel, et qui n'est plus compléetement celui del’ &re humain. Dans

ce domaine comme dans les autres, une sensation de vertige s ouvre devant la puissance des nouveaux outils, devant les incertitudes qu'ils engendrent

et devant la difficulté de les maitriser. La solution ne reléve évidemment pas de | ois».

42 Madanmohan Rao, The Internet and Global  Trade: Potential for  the  Asia-Pacific  Region
(madanr@planetasia.com), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=globalization+and+l nternet& page=6& of fset

=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request! d%3D 120df 44aadadf 72c%26cli ckedl temRank%3D51%26userQuery%3Dgl obali zation%2Ba
nd%2BI nternet%26c¢lickedltemURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.i soc.org%252Foti %252Farti cl es%252F0197%252Frao.html %26invocation
Type%3Dnext%26fromPage%3DNSCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D1& remove_url=http%3A %2F%2Fwww.isoc.org%2Foti%2Farti cles%2F
0197%2Frao.html: «In the context of the four trends of globalization, regionalization, informationization, and digitization, the global Internet is being
regarded as the most cost-effective multimedia and most versatile publishing and communications platform. Severa digital communications networks

are aready being used for international business activity, such as Advantis, IBEX, MCIMail, SITA, and TIPS. However, the Internet offersmany
advantages over those networks: the Internet is much more globa initsreach, it is based on open standards for communications protocols, it offers

more multimedia capabilities, and as a national information infrastructure it can be used by many sectorsof society: business, education, government,

news media, and public health».

43 L. G. Travessa, Conferéncia do més. Instituto de Estudos Avancados da USP, in «Internet» 2004, hitp://search.netscape.convnsboomframejsp?
guery=Internet+and+globalization& page=1& of fset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26amp%3Breguest| d%3Dc5c2c0ecOf ccd0f 4%26amp
%3BclickedltemRank%3D5%26amp%3Buser Query%3D I nternet%2Band%2Bgl obali zation%26amp%3Bclickedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%2
52Fwww.ime.usp.bré%252F%257Ei s%252Fevent0s%252Fagre%252Fresumo-i-g.html %26amp%3Binvocation Ty pe%63D-%26ampe3BfromPageo
3DNSCPTop& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ime.usp.br%2F%7Ei s%2Feventos¥%2Fagre¥s2Fresumo-i-g.html (UCLA) htip//disgssisuda
edu/pagre/: «The Internet is often described as an engine of globalization that knocks down borders and imposes market democracy on every nation.

As Internet becomes integrated into the practices of businesses, governments, and social movements, it is becoming possible toddinewhat sucha

wild claim might mean. Some of the necessary ideas derive from the economic aspects of information technology. Others concern the place of
information in social change. Most importantly, the very idea that the Internet changes things isitself wrong. Although the Internet islargely a
positive development, technology alone does not change economic and political systems, much less ensure that they work right. Much more is
required: a sprawling system of infrastructures and institutions Infrastructures and institutions powerfully shape socid life, but they also tend to

become invisible. As aresult, peoplein a country like the United States can be wildly mistaken about the nature of their own society, and they can be
dangerously misguided in their prescriptions for other countries. Reality is more complicated»; L. McKnight — J. P. Bailey, Global Internet
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lavoro 4. Con ¢i® non s ha una maggiore giustizia ma i Strapotenti divertano ancora piti forti. O —in
dtre parole- la liberta dignibita dd solo capitde soffoca la liberta umana, fa crollare la democrazia
4 L'evangdizzazione va incontro —qui- d suo necessario radicamento incarmnazionde come
discernimento sulle vicende umane dd momento. Vi sono dteate delle prese di posizioni cristiane che
condderano la globdizzazione come complessvamente postiva, da garantire e rinforzare con una
“global governance’ — come lo propongono i vescovi della Comunita europea “°. Si propone una
druttura del  tipo ddl’Unione europes, di naura intergovernativa e non sovranazionde 7.

Economics(*), in «BEJE, Brazilian Electronic Journal of Economics», December 1997, etiam in «Internet» 2004»,
http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=Internet+and+gl obalization& page=2& of f set=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%626
amp%3Brequest! d%3D463b38d3265ecea0%26amp%3Bclickedl temRank%3D 13%26amp%3Buser Query%3DI nternet%2Band%2Bgl obali zation%26
amp%3BclickedltemURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww. bej e.decon.uf pe.br%252Fmckni ght.htm%26amp%3Binvocation Ty pe%3D next%26am
p%3BfromPage%3DNSCPNextPrev& remove_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.beje.decon.uf pe.bré%62Fmcknight.htm: «Whilethere may be convergence
among many modes of electronic communication lik etelevision, telephony, television, and computers, there is no such consensus regarding economic
questions of the Internet. Since the Internet started as a research and education initiative by aimost al of the countries that have alarge Internet user
community, it did not conform to any business model or economic plan. Rather, the infrastructure came first and now we struggle with economic
questions which must be applied to an aready-developed service. Because the Internet supports heterogeneity —itisoneof itsgregtes assts —itdoes

not require any one economic model. Therefore, Internet economicsis a study of competing and sometimes contradictory views. Thisis not to say

that the economic questions of Internet development are new nor were they ignored by the original architects of the Internet. Leonard Kleinrock

(1974) asked the question: "[H]ow does one introduce an equitable charging and accounting scheme in such a mixed network system. In fact, the
general question of accounting, privacy, security and resource control and allocation are redly unsolved questions which require a sophisticated set of

tools." While Professor Kleinrock wrote this over twenty years ago, we have not made as much progress resolving these questions relative to the
progress made in growing the user and application base of the Internet. Since the technology and computer science precedes the market and
economics for the Internet, a fundamental understanding of the technology is almost a prerequisite for economic models. T hedesign philosophy of the
Internet protocols outlined by Clark (1988), for example, illuminate the fact that any economic model that rootsitself in centralization and
homogeneity is prone to failure. Other technical articles like Cerf and Kahn (1974) may gppear to have nothing to do with policy and economics but

the technical architecture of the Internet enables the markets for infrastructure investment and commerce. It is also important to understand how
political environments and the role of telecommunications providers have in enabling Internet development (Hart, Reed, and Bar, 1992)».

(*) An earlier draft of this article, "Global Information Economics," was presented at the XV1Il Congresso Brasileiro de Biblioteconomia e
Documentagao (Brazilian Congress on Librarianship and Documentation) in Sdo Luis, Maranhao, Brasil, 28 July 1997. Also, this article contains
material previously published in Lee McKnight and Joseph Bailey, "Introduction to Internet Economics," in McKnight and Bailey, eds., 1997; and

Lee McKnight and Joseph P. Bailey, "Internet Economics 101: Learning the ABC's for Internet Banking," Future Banker, May 1997.

4 H.-P. Martin, The Global Trap, in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe.jsp?query=Internet+and-+globali zati o n&pege=

3& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26amp%3Brequest| d%3D 60a66d7389a323e0%26amp%3Bclickedl temRank%3D 23%26amp%
3BuserQuery%3DI nternet%2Band%2Bgl obali zation%26amp%3Bclickedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %6252F%252Fwww.swin.edu.au%252Fmaths%2
52Fcsm%252Fi nternet%252Fi nternet.htm%26amp%3BinvocationType%3Dnext%26amp%3BfromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev& remove_url=http%3A
%2F%2Fwww.swin.edu.au%2Fmaths%2Fcsm%2Finternet%2Finternet.htm:«What can be done? | think first of all we need to counterbalance the
process of capital becoming independent not only from real production but also from labour. To counter this growing imba ance we need anew era of
enlightenment, we need a fundamental understanding that at the end of the cold war we were made to believe that there are no ideologiesleft. Thisis
wrong, it is now the market ideology that has taken over. But the market by itself isnot just or fair, it basically only makes the strong ones stronger,

and this will also be alesson to be drawn out of the Asian Crisis, and secondly man is not only a hommoeconomicus but dsoahommopadliticus The
doctrine of economic rationalism only, will lead to political irrationalism. Third what we see happening in thisworld, is not alaw of nature, even
though newspapers like the Financial Review make us believe this. The relentless march of global forces basic lineisnot only istoday's globalisation
qudlitatively different from its predecessorsit is now truly irreversible, making us believe there is no other way of handling the problemsis simply not
right».

45 ), George, Opening Address to Globalisation Conference, The Global Trap: Globalisation & the Assault on Democracy & Prosperity, in «lnternet»

2004, http://conference.social change.net.au/gl obaltrap/conference/http://search.netscape.com/n gboomframejspquery=I nternet+andglobdization

& page=3& of fset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26amp%3Brequest| d%3D60a66d7389a323e0%26amp%3Bclickedl temRank%3D23%2
6amp%3BuserQuery%3DInternet%2Band%2Bgl obalization%26amp%3Bclicked temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.swin.edu.au%252Fm
aths%252Fcsm9%6252Finternet%252Fi nternet. htm%26amp%3Binvocati onType%3Dnext%26amp%3BfromPage%3DNSCPNextPrev& remove_url=hi
p%3A%2F%2Fwww.swin.edu.au¥%2Fmaths¥2Fcsm%2Finternet%2Finternet.htm: «lt's interesting though that the excesses of thefinendd markets

has begun to around criticism within the ranks of the financial players themselves. Most of you would have probably read and seen that interesting
articlein "The Australian' where they quote George Soros, one of the leading multinationa internationa players, and hesaid this, and | quote"l now

fear that the untrammelled intensification of laissez-faire capitalism, and the spread of market valuesinto al areas of life, is endangering our open and
democratic society." In the same article he decries the conflicting belief in what he calls "the magic of the marketplace." And concludes, and | again

quote, "Unless the uninhibited pursuit of self interest is tempered by the recognition of a common interest that ought to take precedence over
particular interest, our present system isliable to break down."».

4 COMECE, RELAZIONE DEGLI ESPERTI, Global Governance. Trasformare la globalizzazione in un’ opportunita per tutti. La nostra
responsabilita in merito, Bruxelles 2001, p. 5: «2. Nello spazio di unagenerazione, I'interdipendenza economicaglobale s & sviluppataad un ritmo
straordinario. Questo sviluppo, generalmente chiamato globalizzazione, € la conseguenza di un enorme progresso tecnologico e della determinazione,
evidenziata dalle decisioni politiche, di aprire alla concorrenza, siainterna che estera, e economie nazionali. Tale processo e dedineto acontinuare

non si fermerané si invertira. Finora, la globalizzazione ha portato miglioramenti ed opportunita per molte persone in molte parti del mondo.
Tuttavia, molti non sono stati in grado di adeguarsi a tale processo e sono percio rimasti esclusi dal suoi benefici venendosi atrovare cosi in una
posizione di svantaggio. Se, da una parte, la globalizzazione consente di sperimentare|’incontro di un mondo di diversita e di maggiore efficienza,

dall’ altra essa suscita timori per la perdita dell’identita culturale. La global governance s presentacomelachiave per garantire, daun lato. chegli
impatti positivi della globalizzazione siano rafforzati e, dall’ altro, che i suoi aspetti potenzialmente negativi siano mitigati».

47 COMECE, RELAZIONE DEGLI| ESPERTI, Global Governance. Trasformare la globalizzazione in un’ opportunita per tutti. La nostra
responsabilita in merito, Bruxelles 2001, pp. 15-16: «21. La global governance non vuole essere un governo globale nel senso di un corpo
centralizzato che detiene un potere mondiale esclusivo e che controllatutti flussi economici e l’informazione. Piuttosto, deve essere inteso come
unafonte di competenze per |’ attuazione di politiche decisionali legittimate ed effettive che vengono attuate alivello globale attraverso istituzioni
internazionali, strutture di cooperazione, attivita di coordinamento e, forse, anche sovranita condivise. La globa governancc richiedechedi Sati
nazionali facciano piu attenzione alle conseguenze internazionali delle loro politiche interne, rispettino i loro impegni internazionali ed accettino i
principi fondamentali del multilateralismo. Le stesse istituzioni intemazionali devono imparare a cooperare in modo piu coerente e strutturato. il
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L’gpproccio crigtiano ha indicato —perd anche, nel consenso delle Chiese- un primo criterio di
ricondderazione  dternativa ddle prospettive gperte  dala globdizzazione, particolarmente
dal’ affermazione sul modo completamente ‘diverso’ di gedtire le faccende mondidi (economico-
socidi). Se questa asserzione corrisponde a verita, la prima urgenza sara di cancellare le traccie del
ssemi superdi dd passato ndla transnaziondita che S vuole promuovere fino in fondo: cancelare
| debiti ereditati da questo passato, verificare |'operato autenticamente trans-nazionde degli
organismi che lo gedtiscono, igaurare il Sstema nuovo non solo tra chi ne trae vantaggio, impostare
le possibilitd occupaziondi ne riassetto produttivo “8... E dgnificativo che il Condglio mondide
delle Chiese consdera la tappa di cancellare i debiti non come parte di una ‘globa governance ma
come un presupposto per ricondderare la dinamica del rapporti tra Stati in un contesto di
trangnaziondita *°. Non troviamo —forse- nella evangdlizzazione della prima Chiesa questo obbligo
di denunciare gppropriazioni indebite nella comunita che s dtava codtituendo, a testimonianza per la
socigtacivile (At 4, 32-37 -5, 1-11)?

Tra diacronia e dncronia (dd passato e nel presente) la ‘ret€ mantiene moltissmi dati in
cdrcolazione. Con la “memoria’, formata da un nucleo dove viene codituito I'ingeme degli
‘schedari’ e con I|'gopaizione dele memorie magnetiche, | ‘mezzi meccanic’ diventano una
autentica ‘macchina non meccanica, che indude qualcosa di imprevedibile *°, lasciando spazio per
un passo Ulteriore dell’ operativitd umana, con la ‘rete tra ‘macchine intdlettudi’ °, o ‘macchine

“govemare global€’ necessita, inoltre, di un’ opinione pubblica che abbia un punto di vista“globale’, a fine di promuovere, sviluppare e far rispettare
un comportamento concordato “globalmente”. Questa nuova opinione pubblica deve essere assistita nella sna formazione dalle associazioni

internazionali economiche e sindacali, dalle organizzazioni non governative, dalle fondazioni private e dai palitici. Anche le Chiese e le dtrerdigioni
sono chiamate a svolgereil loro ruolo in questo ambito. Infine, questo sviluppo deve essere sostenuto dai media, la cui pluralita ed indipendenza &
ovviamente, essenziale. 24. Oggi laglobal governance puo essere al meglio caratterizzato come unastrutturaintergovernativae non sovranazionae
come L’ Unione Europea. Quest’ ultima probabilmente ispirera avanzamenti futuri nel tempo. Tuttavial’ attuale intergovemabilita non pud funzionare
senza un nucleo di valori e principi di base universalmente accettati».

“8 WORLD COUNCIL OF CURCHES, World Assembly of Harrare, eighth Assembly of the World Council of Churches. [8th assembly/50th
anniversary] Together on the Way, in «Internet» 2001, http://www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/assembly/fprc2d-e.html: «6. Work ongabdizationshoudbuild
upon and strengthen existing initiatives of churches, ecumenical groups and social movements, support their cooperation, encourage them to take
action, and form alliances with other partnersin civil society working on issues pertinent to globalization as, particularly: formulating alternative
responses to the activities of transnational corporations, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Devel opment, the International Monetary
Fund, the World Bank, the World Trade Organization, the International Labour Office and related multilateral agreementsin order to identify the
harmful aswell as positiveimpact of their policiesin a competent manner; advocating and campaigning for the cancellation of debt and anew ethics
and system of lending and borrowing; cooperating with initiatives for anew financial system including atax on financia transactions (Tobin tax) that
can be used to support the development of alternative options, limits to the unregulated flow of capital, etc.; supporting initiatives to address
unemployment and the deteriorating conditions of work faced by workersin all regions as aresult of globalization; enabling and supporting local

alternatives through new forms of organizing production, fair trade, alternative banking systems and, particularly in highly industrialized countries,

changesin life-style and consumption patterns;...».

49 COMECE, RELAZIONE DEGL| ESPERTI, Global Governance. Trasformare la globalizzazione in un’ opportunita per tutti. La nostra
responsabilita in merito, Bruxelles 2001, pp. 15-16: «32. Laresponsabilita dellacomunita mondiale: I'intera comunita mondiae deve assumersi la
responsabilita di mettere in atto un nuovo paradigma di sviluppo basato su principi etici dove le regole internazionali per il commercio e
I"investimento insieme ad una corretta gestione monetaria e fmanziariainternazionale da un lato, e le politiche di riduzione dellapovertadall’ dtro, s

integrino armonicamente. Tutti i paesi devono essere incoraggiati non solo afar quadrarei propri conti maanche a scoprire e redlizzare cio che
implicano le loro responsabilita globali. Questo, ovviamente. comporta obblighi di prudenza in politica interna. In questo contesto diventa
fondamentale il controllo del Fondo Monetario internazionale. La diminuzione della poverta non potra essere raggiunta scnza una solida politica
economica; parimenti, € impensabile, oggi, un’ economia palitica che non proponga adeguate soluzioni per lariduzione del livello di disuguaglianzac
di poverta. Il necessario supporto da parte di ognuno per laredizzazione di un’ economia stabile potra essere richiesto soltanto se tutti, inclusi i poveri,

potranno partecipare alla fonnulazione delle politiche adottate e ovviamente beneficiare di queste. Questadoppiardazioneepartedd paradigmad

sviluppo emergente e piu di vasta portata dove i valori morali rappresentano una parte integrante. || nuovo paradigma cerca, inoltre, di considerare i

differenti modelli sociali e culturali e di seguire un approccio pragmaticamente adattato ai singoli paesi».

50 gh. Turkle, Computer as Rorschach, in G. Gumpert - R. Cathcart, Inter/Media, Oxford 1982, pp. 422-423: <Machinesaremost people severyday
metaphor for invoking predictability and, insofar as the computer isableto smulate the kind of unpredictability we associate with people, it threstens
our coneept of machine. Hereisamachinethat is not ‘‘mechanistic.’”’ Locally, it has mechanistic components but seen globally these disappear and

you are dealing with a system that surprises. Something else that makes anal ogies between the computer and mechanica antecedents (likeadding
machines) unsatisfactory is that computers can be programmed into autonomy from their human users. On the simples levd, dter afew sssonsdof
an introductory computer science course, the novice programmer knows how to write programs that would, in princiuple, go on forever, let us say

because step three is an instruction that says return to step one. Such programs will never stop; that is until somebody “kills’ them by pulling out the
plug. turning out the machine, or pressing a special control key on the computer terminal which is designed for just such moments. | interviewed a
group of college students as they went through an introductory programming course and most could remember srong fedingsabout whet onerefered
to as hisfirst “forever program” ».

*1 G. R. Boulanger, Qu‘est-ce que la cybernétique?, in AA.VV.,Le dossier de la cybernétique, Paris 1968, pp. 14: «Du point de vuetedhriqug la
cybernétique constitue la véritable clef de volte de la seconde révolution industrielle, caractérisée par |’ apparition des machines dites

«intellectuelles» comme le fut la premiére — au siecle dernier — par |’ expansion du machinisme de force Soussonimpulson, on assseavjourd hui
aun dével oppement intensif des machines réflexes qui, partant des régulateurs en passant par des réalisations aussi spectaculaires que I’ avion-robot
ou que le pilotage automatique des automobiles sur les autostrades».
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anditiche °2. Qudche critico dira che ¢ un flusso eccessvo di dati informaivi. Ma altri
rigoonderanno che orma non s pud piu far finta di ‘aver dimenticato’ le cose... Orma collegate in
reti planetarie via satdlite 9 assde dl accelerazione-intendficazione dela trasmissone del dati
con le fibre ottiche ®°. S creano ‘duplicati’ (non solo ‘estensioni’) di cid che pensiamo, sentiamo,
facciamo, e cid fuori della nostra individude organicita fisologica **. Ma la ‘rete —s dira opera
non in modo da duplicare ogni piu specifico demento ddl’'indeme, ma creando un inseme
‘somigliante  nella smulazione che redizza, con il rischio di erori su dementi intrinseci (magari
recondit) che non s nota ddla smulazione sessa . Nela ‘ret€ queta Smulazione viene
demoltiplicata e richiede dungue uno sforzo ancor piu intenso di atenzione per ‘ricentrar€ o
‘rifocalizzareé il messaggio. Sorprendentemente, il punto vulnerabile ddla memoria non d§ trova
nell’immagazzinare troppo ma ned duplicare senza corrigpondere pienamente dl’intento originario.
In quanto dl'evangdlizzazione, questo obbliga I'evangdizzatore internettiano a ri-navigare
atraverso tutti i messaggi per rendergli rinnovatamene trasparenti. E per questo non servono né sti
‘uffiddi’ o ‘garantiti’. La difficolta € piu intrinseca dla stessa comunicazione con i suoi disturbi
nascodti, di cui nessuno e di per se responsabile.

2° INTERNET E LA PERSONA UMANA DI FRONTE ALL'EVANGELIZZAZIONE

S evoca Internet come ‘hardware esterno’ dla persona umang ma cete osservazioni
sottolineano che il suo hardware/software potrebbe diventare una parte ‘fisologicamente interna di
noi stess (supporto non pil metdlico, né rigido, ma organicamente flessibile) °°. Come valutare
questo? La connettivita sa fara davvero ‘dd di dentro’? La vulnerabilita umana aumenterebbe —
forse- rischiosamente? S sa anche che vi possono essere, tra le moddita della connettivita di
Internet, la eventude manomissone dd cervelo tramite frequenze non abitudmente reperibili: €

52 ], J. Servan Schreiber, Le Défi mondial, Paris 1980, p. 354 : «C'est dela que sortit le premier ordinateur, encore appelé «machine analytique» et
dont Ada de Lovelace sait donner la definition finale. Comme on lui demandait: «Peut-on considérer que la machine est créatrice ou non? », dle
repondit: “ La machine n’a aucune prétention de créer. Elle peut faire tout ce qu’' on saura lui demander. Elle n'aura jamais le pouvoir d' anticiper

une relation. Son unique compétence est de nous aider a trouver.» Ada de Lovelace mourut, jeune elle aussi, a trente-six ans. En signe de
reconnaissance pour le pas décisif qu’elle avait fait franchir, le ministére aniericain de la Defense, le Pentagone lorsqUil decida, en 1979, d unifier le
nombre excessif de langages informatiques utilisés dans les gros ordinateurs dont dépendent ses systémes de missiles, baptisa ce langage unique:

«Ada»».

%3 A. Stefanizzi, Le nuove tecnologie di comunicazione, Roma 1983, p. 90: «Altra sorprendente innovazione tecnologica: i cavi coessdi mealic
potevano essere gradualmente sostituiti da quelli a fibra ottica, che presentano i seguenti vantaggi: trasferimento d'una maggiore quantita
d'informazione, bassissima attenuazione, insensibilita ai campi elettromagnetici, maggiore leggerezza e, appenainiziata la produzione su scala
industriale. inferiorita di costi. Inoltre, intorno al 1985-86, latelevisione diretta da satelliti sara unarealta per alcuni Paesi europei e cio potra
significare nuovo impulso al cavi, perché numerosi cittadini potranno richiedere di ricevere viacavo i programmi irradiati dal satellite nazionale e da
quelli dei Paesi vicini».

%4 7. Pylyshyn, Computers and Symbolisation of Knowledge, in D. De Kerckhove - A. lanucci, McLuhan elametamorfos ddl'uomg Roma1984, p.
241 «If al thisturns out to be true, and the new natural kind becomes assimilated to the general view, as did the Galilean reassignments over the
Aristotelian ones, we shall be witnessing a revolution in our image of man, perhaps greater even thanthe Dawinian or the Freudian. Weshdl dsobe
witnessing a revolutionary change in the nature of our environment as we extend ourselves electronically. But the extension will be unlike that
brought about by electronic communication media, which by extending our sense extended oursalves, as McLuhan pointed out. This hew extension
will literally place replicas of some of our active functions - like thinking, deciding, recommending, evaluating, and pursuing goas - out theredlong
with other people and animals. As autonomous active gatherers and exploiters of knowledge they will represent a new and still incomprehensible
form of intellectual life. They will have to be given a place to participate. They will be among the inhabitants of the new global villageMd_uhen
spoke of, and we shall have to learn to live with them, rather than have them live for us or us for them».

%5 J, Sauvan, Intelligence artificielle, mythe ou réalité, in AA. VV., Le dossier de la cybernétique, Paris 1968, p. 101 : «’ordingeur jouelerdledun
simulateur de simulateur. |1 est certain que des erreurs extrémement graves peuvent naitre de cet état de fait. Lasimulation qui est une ressemblance
N’ est pas transitive, ¢’ est-a-dire que si A ressemble a B, et que B ressemble a C, celaneveut pasdire, contrairement al’ axiome du duc de Bordeax,
que A ressemble a C. Trés souvent I’ ordinateur ne peut simuler exactement lamachine, et le programmeur se contente de considérer celle-d comme
une boite noire et de simuler uniquement son «tableau de verité». Mais, comme lamachine n’ existe pas, on n'est déja pas sir du tableau de vérité. En
outre, si la machine fonctionne en paralléle, I’ ordinateur est obligé de faire une approximation plus ou moins vaable. Lamachine éant ellemémeune
approximation de la fonction intellectuelle, on se demande ce que I’ ordinatcur peut bien représenter de celle-ci».

%6 J. Strehovec, Theories of Internet Culture and Internet Textuality, in «Internet» 2002, http:/Aww2.ames.si/~ljzpubsl/theories.htm: «The Interme,
too, will within this paradigm gradually cease to exist “on the outside”- on computer hardware and its software, and will start reaching under the
user's skin, into the physical body. My analyses will be based on on-line documents of Internet cultureand Internet textudity and on the most recent
achievements of theories of the Internet and new-media cultures. | will also focus my attention on the theoretical conceptualization of a (trendy)

individual as a user as well as a creator of the Internet culture. It isimportant to know that the user is no longer a passive receptor of information,

transmitted by the big, traditional media, but is actively involved in data environments, immersing into them, assuming rolesin their processes and

adopting standpoints regarding their perspectives. The most of my attention will be devoted to the question of the techno-formed senstivity withinthe
Internet culture, for we have been witnessing new forms of “virtual sensitivity” (virtual viewing, hearing and touching and a virtual sense of
telepresense and remote activities)».
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una ddle incognite che s affrontano °’. Fino a che punto cid permetterebbe di condizionare

sublimindmente le conoscenze, le azioni, le motivazioni emotive ddla gente? Ma anche la
delinquenza ‘transnaziond€ gppare sulla ‘rete’. Una domanda di sorveglianza di massa potrebbe
addirittura sorgere ddla popolazione dessa, di fronte dle minacce dela crimindita subliminde,
transnazionde o porno-pedofila °. Per I'evangdizzazione, quasias eemento non paese rende
poco trasparente la libera offerta de messaggio di fede. Come muoverd di fronte a questi possbili
condizionamenti? Forse, anche qui la metodologia gpodtolica ¢i pud illuminare, come di fronte dle
manovre ‘magiche per soggiogare la gente non una demonizzazione preventiva ma un Severo
richiamo quando il ‘Mago Smone' svdai suoi intenti (At 8, 9-25).

Fu e meglio di prima, in Internet tutti i settori multimedidi 9 aticolano nd formare un
sSstema di vai e molteplid impuls % un “ssema nervoso” 0, intreccio tra mente e corpo, tra
azione e riflessone sotto forma di ‘sstema comunicativo' L. Vi sono andogie tra il sstema nervoso
e I'operaio culturde, da esplorare nella ricerca neuro-culturde ®2, tenendo conto de tre livelli
neurologic  -anatomia, operativita, comportamento- che corrispondono a tre cerchi concentrici
cuturdi: qudlo comunicazionde multimedide, qudlo ddle indituzioni socdi, e qudlo ddle

573, wall, Mind Control with Silent Sounds and Super Computers, in «lInternet» 2004, hitp://search.netscape.comvngboomframejsouery=intemet%
27s+influence+on+human+brain& page=1& offset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%626request! d%3Dfbc6b9f 32ddac085%626¢li ckedl temRa
nk%3D4%26user Query%3Dinternet%2527s%2Binfluence%2Bon%2Bhuman%s2Bbrain%26c¢li ckedl temURN%3Dhttp%253A %252F%252Fwww.ab
ovetopsecret.com%252Fpages%252Fmindcontrol.html%26i nvocati onTy pe%3D -9%:26fromPage63DNSBoomY626amp¥s3BampTet%6s3D1& remove
url=http%3A %2F%2Fwww.abovetopsecret.com%2Fpages¥o2Fmindcontrol .html: «The mind-atering mechanism is based on asublimina carrier
technology: the Silent Sound Spread Spectrum (SSSS), sometimes called "Squad" or "Sguad”. It was developed by Dr Oliver Lowery of Norcross,
Georgia, and is described in US Patent #5,159,703, "Silent Subliminal Presentation System", dated October 27, 1992. The abstract for the patent
reads: "A silent communications system in which nonaural carriers, in the very low or very high audio-frequency rangeor in the adjacent ultrasonic
frequency spectrum are amplitude- or frequency-modulated with the desired intelligence and propagated acousticaly or vibrationdly, for inducement
into the brain, typically through the use of loudspeakers, earphones, or piezoelectric transducers. The modulated carriers may be transmitted directly
in real time or may be conveniently recorded and stored on mechanical, magnetic, or optical media for delayed or repeated transmission to the
listener." According to literature by Silent Sounds, Inc., it is now possible, using supercomputers, to analyse human emotional EEG patterns and
replicate them, then store these "emotion signature clusters" on another computer and, a will, "silently induce and change the emotiond sateina
human being". Silent Sounds, Inc. statesthat it isinterested only in positive emotions, but the military is not so limited. That thisisa US Department
of Defense project is obvious. Edward Tilton, President of Silent Sounds, Inc., says this about S-quad in aletter dated December 13, 1996: "All
schematics, however, have been classified by the US Government and we are not allowed to reveal the exact detalils... ... we make tapes and CDsfor
the German Government, even the former Soviet Union countries! All with the permission of the US State Department, of course... The system was
used throughout Operation Desert Storm (lraq) quite successfully." The graphic illustration, "Induced Alpha to Theta Biofeedback Cluster
Movement", which accompanies the literature, is labelled #AB 116-394-95 UNCLASSIFIED" and isan output from "the world's most versatile and
most sensitive electroencephal ograph (EEG) machine". It has a gain capability of 200,000, as compared to other EEG machinesin use which have
gain capability of approximately 50,000. It is software-driven by the "fastest of computers' using a noisenulling technology similar to that used by
nuclear submarines for detecting small objects underwater at extreme range. The purpose of all this high technology isto plot and display amoving
cluster of periodic brainwave signals. The illustration shows an EEG display from a single individual, taken of left and right hemispheres
simultaneously. Ile readout from the two sides of the brain appear to be quite different, but in fact are the same (discounting normal Ieftright brain
variations)».

%8 . J. Hoffman, Computers and Privacy in the next Decade, New Y ork 1979, p. 70: «Invirtualy al innovations in messaurveillanos the pressreof
public demand plays an important part. One can point to few systems of collection and use of detailed personal information in Americawhich were
foisted on awholly unwilling public simply for narrow bureaucratic purposes. On the contrary, people often want and even demand the fine-graned
decision making afforded by personal data systems. Criminal record systems could not exist without the demands of the great majority of the public
for keeping rigorous track of criminals. Credit systems would be impossible without the considerable public enthusiasm for the comforts of easy,
convenient credit. People may feel that their privacy isthreatened by the demands for personal information characteristic of the modem world; but
they often seem willing enough to yield personal data in specific instances where desired services are at stake».

%9 N. George, D’ Einstein a Teilhard, Paris 1964, p. 191 : «Tout le reste, I'imprimerie, letéégraphe et le téléphone, laradio et latéévision, lesrésaux
routiers, les lignes maritimes, ferroviaires et aériennes, les liens économiques, culturels et politiques sont autant de fibres, de prolongements et de
neurones de |'immense systéme qui innerve la couche humaine répartie ala surface de la Tare et par lequel desimpulsions psychiques peuvent se
transmettre qui rendent solidaires les unes des autres chacune des «cellules » de |a société».

9M. McLuhan, Understanding Media, London 1964, pp. 368, 168.

1 M. Boegner, Cette presse malade d'elle-méme, Paris 1973, pp. 81, 80.

%2 D. De Kerckhove, Introduction & la recherche neuroculturale, in D. De Kerckhove-A. lannucdi, McLuhan elametamorfos dell'uoma Roma 1984,
p. 175: «La recherche neuroculturelle suit simultanément les deux orientations que son nom désigne, lavoie neurologique et l'investigation culturdle.
Sur le plan neurologique, il faut distinguer, comme le recommande Changeux, au moins trois niveaux d'analyse: «1) |'anatomie: le réseau de
neurones, 2) I'activité: les trains d'influx nerveux qui circulent dans |e réseau de neurones de maniére spontanée ou évoqués ala suite dune interaction
avec |'environnement, et 3) le comportement: lesactions de I'organisme sur I'environnement». Ce troisiéme niveau comprend aussi «Jes signaux que
|'organisme regoit par ses organes sensoriels» (*). Pour inclure |es correspondances avec les phénomenes culturels, en dépit des sens techniques que
ces mots peuvent prendre ailleurs, je propose de répartir la matiére selon quatre niveaux d'exploration: les ordres anatomique, physiologique,
psychologique et culturel».

(*) TLTA-278. A. Danchin présente cette tripartition en termes |égérement différents: «Pour décrire les capacités du systéme nerveux individuel, il
est commode de distinguer trois niveaux: la structure du systéme, c'est-a-dire son organisation spatiale, avec les différents types de cellules et de
connexions; sm fonctionnement, c'est-a-dire lesrégles qui définissent la production et I'intégration de I'activité éectrochimique du réseau nerveux, et
enfin son comportement, c'est-a-dire lafagon dont un individu contréle, al'aide de son systéme nerveux, son interaction avec son environnement»
(LaR-348).
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produzioni  artistico-estetiche  ®3.  La conoscenza delle  configurazione anatomica, dell’ ativita
operativa, e de comportamento emotivo, converge nela conoscenza ddla  multimedidita
comunicetiva, ddl’ operetivitd ddle idituzioni socidi, della senshilita atigica |l dao caraterigtico
sarebbe che tutto cio 9 redizza non atraverso la ‘cdlulad nervosa ma grazie a ‘contatto’ tra le
cdlule ndle loro connessioni relaziondi (le sinass) dd sistema nervoso centrde 4. Le connessioni
non sono predeterminate ddla impodazione genetica, ma sorgono da processo relazionde
dell’esperienza umana, particolarmente nel’ ambientazione culturde, superando cos un ‘gpproccio
dawiniano' nella ricerca neuro-culturde ®. A questo punto nascerebbe perd una difficolta
maggiore: di fatti il cervello e coordinato e coordinante mentre la ‘ret€ S presenta, negli anni ‘2000
come un agglomerato informativo ancora anarchico . S parla di ‘tecnologie€ simile dl’ operare dd
cervelo da mettere a punto per Internet. S arriverebbe ad una intelligenza globale o comune, che, a
differenza ddl’intdligenza atificdde, non riguarderebbe <oltanto un essre individude ma g
svilupperebbe complessivamente ©. L’antropologia comunicazionde s confronta, a questo punto,
con i nuovi tipi di persona umana nata 0 ddineatad ddle dinamiche comunicaziondi, che dtirano
sempre maggiormente |'attenzione degli osservatori °8. Per I'evangdlizzazione, il criterio di fondo
che ‘non ¢ § sdva da soli’ potrebbe trovare una sua ulteriore conferma: o cioé il legame tra tanti

% D. De Kerckhove, Introduction a la recherche neuroculturale, in D. De Kerckhove-A. lannucdi, McLuhan elametamorfos dell'uomg Roma 1984,

p. 177: «Lesindicateurs neuroculturels Pour le coté «culturel» de larecherche, le domaine complémentaire de ces interactions neurol ogiques est
I'ensemble des formes culturelles, c'est-a-dire les extériorisations suscitées par les innovations bio-technologiques. Ici, comme dans |'ordre
biologique, les formes foisonnent. Comment trouver un ordre de priorités, des cadres de référence dans ce chaos de signes? L e niveau neuro-cutufd
privilégie trois champs d'investigation, les techniques de communication pour leurs effets neurophysiol ogiques, les indituionssodales pour identifier

les modéles psychologiques, et enfin I'art et les productions esthétiques pour y trouver les signes les plus articul és des nouvelles configurations
sensorielles engendrées par |es technologies. C'est également dans les formes artistiques que sexpriment d'abord les crises que le choc des
technologies nouvelles contre les anciennes suscite dans la culture».

% D. De Kerckhove, Introduction & la recherche neuroculturale, in D. De Kerckhove-A. lannucdi, McLuhan elametamorfos dell'uomg Roma 1984,

p. 164: «ll s'agit de la théorie de I’ épigénese. Comme I'explique Changeux, «La grande majorité des synapses du cortex cérébral se forment aprésla

mise au monde de I'enfant. La poursuite, longtemps apres la naissance, de |a période de prolifération synoptique, permet une «imprégnation»
progressive du tissu cérébral par I'environnement physique et social» (HN-320). Ce serait donc au niveau, non de lacdlule nerveuse (le neurone),

mais de ses «points de contact» (les synapses), dont |e nombre peut atteindre 30.000 par cellule, que la rencontre avec I'environnement pourrait

affecter |'organisation cérébrale. 1l va sans dire qu'a ce niveau, 'articulation des nuances les plus subtiles, est au moins théoriquement possible».

% D. De Kerckhove, Introduction & la recherche neuroculturale, in D. De K erckhove-A. lannucdi, McLuhan elametamorfos dell'uomg Roma 1984,

p. 164: «Lathéorie de «la stabilisation sélective des synapses» (HN-301-302) suppose que les connexions qui relient les neurones entre eux et aux
organes, ne sont pas programmeées telles quelles par I'envel oppe génétique, mais qu'elles dépendent de processus de sélection et de stabilisation qui

sont determinés non pas d'avance, mais en cours d'utilisation. Celavoudrait dire qu'a certaines périodes de croissance programmées génétiquement,
I'organisme ne pourrait se développer que dans la mesure oui il subirait et marquerait les variables internes ou externes qui prévalent dans son
environnement. Changeux |aisse entendre que chez I'homme, I'environnement culturel doit &tre compris parmi ces conditions et il résume cette idée

par cette formule saisissante: «Au darwinisme des génes succede le darwinisme des syngpses». Je ne puis mieux faireici que renvoyer lelecteur ason
admirable démonstration, en me bornant a relever cette conclusion, tres pertinente pour la recherche neuroculturelle: «lamise en place de I'empreinte
culturelle se fait de maniére progressive. Le contingent moyen de 10.000 (ou plus) synapses par neurone du cortex ne sétablit pas en une seulefois.

Au contraire, celles-ci proliférent par vagues successives depuis la naissance jusqu'a la puberté, chez I'nomme. Chague vague inclut

vrai semblablement, redondance transitoire et stabilisation sélective. Il sSensuit un enchainement de périodes critiques ou |'activité exerce son effet
régulateur » (HN-329)».

% F. Eilighen, The Global Brain FAQ (Principia Cybernetica Web), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape convnsboomframejspquery=internet
%27s+influencet+on+human+brain& page=2& of fset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26requestl d%3D 107051b9c7f6040b%26¢lickedl tem
Rank%3D 18%26userQuery%3Dinternet%2527s%2Binfluence%2Bon%2Bhuman%2Bbrain%26cli ckedl temURN%3D http%253A %252F%252Fpesp
mcl.vub.ac.be%252FGBRAIFAQ.html%26invocationType%3Dnext%26fromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D 1& remove_url=ht
tp%3A %2F%2Fpespmcl.vub.ac.be%2FGBRAIFAQ.html: «To make the global information network function really a ahigher leve of inteligence,

instead of merely storing and transmitting data, new technologies are needed. These technologies are inspired by our understanding of how the human

brain works: how it learns associations, thinks, makes decisions, etc. At the sametime, these technologies must take into account that the information

on the net is not centrally controlled, but distributed over millions of people and documents, with billions of cross-connections. Thus, cognitive
processes at the level of the GB must alow al this chaotic, heterogeneous information to interact so that collective patterns can appear. Some of the

more traditional technologies include the various methods of keyword-based information retrieval. Others may use techniques derivedfrom atificid
intelligence, such as software agents, neural networks or data mining. Still others, such as collaborative filtering or groupware, enhance collective
problem solving».

7 F. Eilighen, The Global Brain FAQ (Principia Cybernetica Web), in «Internet» 2004, http://search.netscape.com/ns/boomframe,jspPquery=internet
%27s+influence+on+human+brain& page=2& of fset=0& result_url=redir%3Fsrc%3Dwebsearch%26request| d%3D 107051b9c7f6040b%26c¢li ckedl tem
Rank%3D 18%26userQuery%3Dinternet%2527s%2Binfl uence%2B on%2B human%2Bbrai n%26cli ckedl temURN%3D http%253A %252F%252Fpesp
mcl.vub.ac.be%252FGBRAIFA Q.html%26invocationType%3Dnext%26fromPage%3DN SCPNextPrev%26amp%3BampTest%3D 1& remove_url=ht
tp%3A%2F%2Fpespmcl.vub.ac.bed2 FGBRAIFAQ.html: «Although many of the technol ogies supporting the global brain were first devel oped by
Artificia Intelligence (Al) researchers, Al and GB research differ in several basic aspects. Al'sgoal is to create an independently intelligent system,
whereas GB research tries to enhance existing individual and collective intelligence. This may be called |A, intdligenceanplification, rather than Al

By starting from the enormous amount of information available in documents and people's heads, the GB approach avoids the bottleneck of
knowledge acquisition which has hampered Al. Moreover, the emphasis of GB research is on open, interactive, self-organizing systems rather then

on the closed, preprogrammed systems of traditional Al».

% M.-Cl. Vetraino-Soulard, Les moyens électroniques de communication et la transformation de la culture, in D. De Kerckhove-A. lannucdi,
McLuhan e la metamorfosi dell'uomo, Roma 1984, pp. 90-91.
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credenti da vitdita e credibilita d messaggio, come ce lo illudra la sessa inzide tetimonianza (At
2, 42-47).

L'informazione crea un intreccio di dati su tutto e su tutti, tanto che i1 divers campi
dell'azione e dd pensero devono necessariamente tener conto gli uni degli dtri: 9 entra nela
metodologia  interdisciplinare ®°.  Sard nella testudita che le mutazioni S noteranno  pitl
agevolmente: ciod, nd computer ‘in rete il testo & direttamente aperto ad ogni dterazione . Tutti
posono interagire sui contributi di tutti (cambiare la firma appropriandos del  testo, maneggiare,
modificare, manipolare i contenuti). La prima incidenza ddl’evento informaico sara di porre la
quesione del sapere come ‘intdligenza e ddl’intelligenza come fenomeno inter-soggettivo (dd
paragone dei comportamenti), due dimensoni che la filosofia aveva esplorato in modo introspettivo
e non in modo Srettamente o puntudmente verificabile "*. S dira che la cibernetica e la filosofia
differiscono sopratutto nel loro ‘metodo’: o cioe da ‘principi’ di patenza intuiti dla misurabilita
puntude di ogni dettaglio che edifica una comprensione pitl estesa "%, Tutti i campi dél’ eperienza
umana sono legati, non ¢ sono piu ‘vad dagni’. Non § aslutizza neanche piu la radicde
segregazione dell’'umano fuori della totdita vivente, ma anche fuori dadl mondo delle macchine 3. E
da questo paesaggio che va colto il tessuto vivo dd quae nasce Internet, con tutte le premesse e le
implicazioni che la fase di informatizzazione indude Tutta I'esgenza umana condse negli
innumerevoli scambi di messaggi di ogni tipo ed a ogni livello del’esperienza . Si cerca di ideare

69 UNESCO, Comprendre pour agir, Paris 1977, p. 380: «Il semble que la situation actudledel'information se caractérise par une double tendance &
I'intégration. Sur le plan des disciplines, les approches isolées ne se justifient plus: les principes, les méthodes, les normes de traitement de
I'information sont les mémes, quelle que it la matiére alaquelle on a affaire; ainsi les instruments méthodol ogiques mis au point pour traiter de
I'information scientifique et technique sont-ils applicables al'ensemble des domaines du savoir. De méme, sur le plan ingtitutionnel, il y a, par-cdales
problemes spécifiques liés aux missions particulieres d'organismes divers comme les bibliothégues, |es centres de documentation ou les archives, des
démarches, des méthodes et des technologies qui sont communes et autorisent a considérer |I'ensembl e des services dinformation commeun systeme
dont le fonctionnement et le dével oppement appellent des approches semblables».

70 J, Strehovec, Theories of Internet Culture and Internet Textuality, in «Internet» 2002, http://www2.arnes.si/~ljzpubsl/theorieshim: « My besic
hypothesis regarding Internet textuality is that it presents a means of forming new ways of communication, based on altered text organization, its

multimedia design and on the concept of word-image-body. Internet textuality is a medium that cannot be translated into printed form without
significant loss of its specific features. The medium of its authentic articulation is a computer screen or screens of mobile Internet devices (mobile
telephones, palms, pocket computers). Influences, crucid for this sort of textudity, are trendy visua and audio cultures (for example the placement of
textuality in music videos), computer games (its special textual features), commercials, comics and graffiti; of vital importance, however, isaso the
changed perception of word-image-body. It isno longer a matter of words, printed or written on paper in such away that they have afirm tie with
their carrier, but it is a matter of word-object, a 3d-data unit in a computer screen, which can be (interactively ) manipulated, touched from adigance
and viewed from a deteritorialized perspective (aterm coined by G. Deleuze). The verbal medium, also, has mutated within the framework of

cyberculture and has been adjusted to the demands of digital morph and real-time communication. Internet textuality hasaso laid foundation for the

Internet-based literarily coded objects and other types of web literary forms (for example hypertext fiction, web novels with collaborative authorship
and literarily coded text-based virtual communities). Web literary objects (such as cyberpoetry by Komninos Zeros, visual web poetry by Loss
Pequen Glazier and Mark Amerika's textscape “ Grammatron™) represent a new medium, which cannot be explained by means of “common-use’
theoretical devices of classical literary theory. Invention of new concepts in various fields of new-medatheoriesistherefore caled for and thisisaso
one of the objectives of this research.».
™ J, Sauvan, Intelligence artificielle, mythe et réalité, in AA. VV., Le dossier de la cybernétique, Paris 1968, p. 79: «Tous|lesgrands philosophes ont
etudié le phénomene «intelligence» par la méthode introspective. |ls ont, du fait de la fonction humaine de conscience réfléchie, constaté que leur
propre cerveau avait la possibilité de résoudre d'une fagon étonnamment efficace et souple un certain nombre de problémes. IIs sont arrivés ala
conclusion intuitive qull existait un mécanisme particulier de leur propre pensée qui était responsable de cette habileté. |ls se reconnai ssaent donc
intelligents. Un second pas, extrémement audacieux, si I'on'y songe bien, était d' attribuer |a possibilité d'étre intelligents aleurs semblables. Cest la
procedure d'intersubjectivité, elle se justifie par une analogie général e anatomo-physiologique et de comportement. Maisil faut bien comprendre gu'il
ya |a une attribution qu'on ne peut rigoureusement justifier. 1l est d’ autres exemples de problémes suscités par la démarche intersubjective».

2 H. Frank, La cybernétique et |a philosophie, in AA. VV., Le dossier de la cybernétique, Paris 1968, p. 288 : «&t cad confirmebien cequi aéédit
plus haut, a savoir que la différence de base qui existe entre la philosophie et |a cybernétique est une différence d’ ordre méthodologique. La
philosophie travaille d’ une manieére intuitive ou phénoménol ogique (verstehend), lacybernétique travaille au moyen de mesures et avec des symboles
manipulables, donc au moyen d’un calcul. Que le philosophe et e cybernéticien entreprenneni une certatne action sur le monde, lepramer sera
conduit, pour arriver a ses fins, a fagonner (gestalten) son entourage en se basant sur son jugement, tandis que le second va construire (kongtruieren)
par le détail, en faisani deriver ses actes du calcul, ce qui le dispensera de devoir analyser un monde qui est par trop complexe pour éire sais danssa
totalité. Si nos forces intellectuelles étaient plus grandes qu’ elles ne le sont effectivement, nous pourrions encore comprendre et faconner la ou,
aujourd’ hui, la progression n’est plus possible que par le calcul et la constructions.

3 F. E. Mairlot, La cybernétique, science de I’invariant, et son impact sur la solution de problémes réels,in AA. VV., Sientific methodsand actual
problems Namur 1975, p. 36: «Wiener, initiateur moderne de la cybernétique, I’ avait proposé comme intégrant |’ animal et la machine. Ces
g)hénomén%, nous pouvons les considérer comme des totalités dynamiques, capables d'activités se situant parmi d’ autres totalités».

“ A. Moles, Objet, méthode et axiomatique de la cybernétique, in AA.VV., Le dossier de |a cybernétique, Paris1968, p. 59: «Maisladoctrineains
dégagée s est avérée si importante, qu’ elle a constitué rapidement une branche autonome de la cybernétique, peut-é&relaplusfeamecar dlereposit
solidement sur la formule de Shannon: c’est la théorie de I'information, qui a regu une extension consi dérable. Unebonne part del’ activité humaine
se traduit, en effet, par des messages d’un individu & un autre individu, d’ un groupe a une masse sociale: laradio-diffusion en est un exemple.
L’ artiste, de méme, transmet un message & son public: la partition est le message que le compositeur transmet al’ exécutant, comme une sorte de
programme de la séquence d’ opérations que celui-ci aura a faire; toute notre perception est le déchiffrement des messsgesquel’ environnement nous
transmet».
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una comprensone riguardo dla posshilita di far giungere quasas messaggio, da quadsad fonte,
verso qualsias ricettore . Sorge un nuovo tipo di persone umane, i cercatori d informazione, o
cioé coloro che vogliono trovare punti di vista che ancora non hanno sentito (che sano d accordo
con o no) '®. La conoscenza non & pitl un”hortus conclusus che deve essere salvaguardato e
difeso come segreti paticolari, individudmente o corpordivamente. L'intdligenza atificide
diventa una estensone dela 'natura fino a quello che sembravano 'srumenti atificidi’ 7. La
interconnettivita e la interdisciplinaritd  saranno  insodtituibili, in viga di  un  discernimento
operativo di fronte dla raccolta di infinita di dati. Nela crescente complessita, ¢ sara una
inevitebile complementarieta delle discipline e de metodi, tanto che le drutture di conoscenza
acquista perdono la loro fissa e dabile organizzazione mentde. | divers campi di azione e
conoscenza entrano necessariamente in relazione mutua, invadendo le 'zone riservateé dell’ esstenza
individude "8, memorizzando ogni cosa "°: ben inteso, ‘memorid non solo come contenitore ma
come sorgente ativa del ‘pensare —(cfr la parola 'pamjat’ in russo) . Le tecniche computerizzate
della conoscenza non hanno come qudita propria di ‘creare€ ma di ‘autare a trovare€ cio che la
cregtivita umana pone come interrogaivo nel percors  ddl’esperienza, tramite un piu efficace
trattamento di tutta la conoscenza gia assmilata (spesso dimenticata) (cfr. Ada de Lovdace). Cos,
s I'informatica non pretende essere credtiva, essa trova la sua radice nella creativita della persona
umana problema morde baslare sul modo di interpretare la redta umana. Se i media stampdti
‘contengono’ i dati, i media dettronici ¢ ‘coinvolgono’ (M. McLuhan) tramite i dati o, ciog, sono
‘ativi’. Non s gdudia piu ‘un problema in &€ ma S reinserisce il problema nella totdita ddla quae

" G. Cereda, Appunti per una Introduzione alla Ricerca semiotica, in AA. VV., Comunicazione e evangelizzazione, Roma1974, p. 75: «Lateoria
dell’informazione risale ale ipotesi di Shannon e di Weaver (1949) e si propone originariamente di fornire «una tecnica matematicacheaut chi
progetta un sistema a raggiungere un soddisfacente equilibrio fra le esigenze della fonte d'informazione, la capacita del canale usaoedil dstubo
previsto» (J. Parry, 1973, p. 32). Mentre la cibernetica —che oggi implica un complesso di attivita non strettamente in relazione fraloro—sg
cosrituisce come «unaricercainterdisciplinare sulla natura e le basi fisiche dell’intelligenza umana con o scopo di riprodurlaatificidmente» (J.
Singh, 1969, p. 17)».

6 S, H. Chaffee, Mass Media and Interpersonal Channels: Competitive, Convergent, or Compementary, in G. Gumpert—R. Cathcart, Inter / Media,
Oxford 1982, p. 70: «Seekers of information (and opinion), on the other hand, appear to be quite different from other people. An extensive review of

studies of exposure to information 62 found that people tend to seek out viewpoints they have not yet heard -whether they agreewiththeopinions
expressed or not- when those viewpoints would be useful to know about. Other strong predictors of voluntary exposure to information are education
(and correlated social class), and a previous history of exposure to the same topic. Taking these characteristics as a group produce a sensible
generalization: potentialy useful information is most likely to be sought by a person who knows enough (about the subject) to recognize deficiencies
in his knowledge».

7 7. Pylyshyn, Computers and Symbolisation of Knowledge, in D. De Kerckhove - A. lanucci, McLuhan elametamorfos ddl'uomg Roma1984, p.
246: «What people who work in the fields of artificia intelligence and cognitive science believe isthat certain aspects of human capacity must also be
regrouped or reconceptuaized. Man has been varioudy understood as a creature of special creation, asasocia entity and, in the late 19th century asa
biological object. What some of us now believe is that there is another natural kind to which cognitive or rationd adionshoudbeassgned. Thetkind
is one that also includes certain sorts of machines as members in good standing: machines whose behaviour is gover ned by what they represent - by
what they know. These are knowledge-driven systems, or what my philosopher friend Dan Dennett calls intentiona systems. George Miller, who has
away with words, has an even more picturesgue word for this class of creatures. He calls them Informavores, or systems which are nourished and

sustained by information. Because of this, certain forms of human behaviour are to be explained in precisely the same way we explain certain forms

of computer behaviour. Thus, contrary to awidely held view, the computer is not a metaphor for mind, any more than geometry was a metaphor for
space to Galileo. Rather it isaliteral description, stated in terms of a more manageable member of the same natural kind. Thisisthe new heresy: man

the informavore, brother not only of the ape, but of the computer».

78 J, Hoffman, Computers and Privacy in the next Decade, New Y ork 1979, p. 10: «Privacy is not aflaschy and visible social issue like energy or

pollution. It is not as noticeable and its effects are subtle and everywhere. The sense of this comment -- namdy pavasvenessand Subitiety -- tendsto
characterize most situations that involve information, its flow, use, control, or management. We have all seen corporate executives membasof
government, and other individuals shy away from the mystique of computers and not even try to understandthemand their effects Thestuaionis
changing, of course, and getting better in some places, but there still are organizations that do not accurately perceive with full insight the role of

information in their affairs. Regrettably, information issues often get only lip service and little action. Thus privacy tendsto below on the priority list
for attention».

9 C. Sartori, Il medium & anche il messaggio eil villaggio & davvero globale, inD. DeKerckhove - A. lanuod, Mc_uhan elametanmorfos ddl'uomo, Roma
1984, p. 134: «Se cio pud sembrare, 0ggi, ancora un'eccessiva forzatura de]la nostra condizione antropol ogi co-cuturde, § pend d mondoin cui vanno
strutturandosi, nel contesto post-industriale, i sistemi di archiviazione di dati, che sono degtinai acogtituire lavera«memoriacollettiva» ddll'umanita
Impiantati nelle « aree forti » del mondo (forti economicamente e politicamente, nonché da un punto di vista tecnologico) hanno per loro natura
privilegiato, e resi anzi imprescindibile, il filtro dei mass-media in particolare, ovviamente, mass-mediad qudledesseareefarti (per aul ad esampio, lapit
importante banca dati sull'attualita esistente nel mondo, quelladel «New Y ork Times», non include eventi che non siano stati registrati daunmedumd
linguainglese). Mail nuovo passo in avanti, sempre pitl vicino, & proprio quello di cominciare a prescindere dai «supporti cartacei» e di fare della

/ p. 255: «In tal modo pamjat' (la memoria, il ricordo) e soprattutto il pensiero nel suo significato pit puro e radicde G samodomande checosa
siail peccato e ne e risultato che e distruzione, infrazione e deformazione. Mala distruzione & possibile come qualcosa di temporaneo; la distruzione
ha bisogno di nutrimento e quindi deve a quanto pare cessare, fermars, quando non abbia pit nulla da distruggere. Lo stesso vale per la
deformazione. E allora che cosa avviene a limite? Che cos'é questa distruzione totale della purezza e della sapienza? In altre parole; Simponeiil
quesito: che cos'e la geenna.
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sorge 8. Ci s chiedera cosa codtituisce una ‘totditd a di 1a dd solo fenomeno percepito 2.
Bisogna dunque vedere i fenomeni d di 1a dela loro percettibilita . Per I'evangdizzazione cid
implica che —coditutivamente- la rete non exclude a priori le dimensoni piu profonde o
trascendentali  dell’ esperienza umana totale nel suoi messaggi. Ma, d'dtra pate, piu che ma la
testimonianza sara ‘collegata 0 ‘connessal a tutto cio che succede e che la rete mette ala portata di
tanti.

A proposto di Internet, S € parlato molto della ‘globdizzazione basata sulla “deregulation”
o la deregolamentazione che libera da sistemi naziondi troppo dretti. Oltre a qudlo che d €
accennato qui sopra, S pud aggiungere —a livelo di ogni persona umana- che Internet promuove
una “sHf-regulaion” (autogestione dela propria edgtenza) come fattore principde ndl’ambito
occupazionae e professonde 34, e cid non & da identificare con il vecchio individudismo dell’auto-
centrismo . Accanto a questa inevitsbile uniformita di trattamento basilare, appare —perd— un
dtro aspetto: I'accesso individudmente diversficato a fonti di informazione secondo | propri
bisogni e profili di gedtione, di interesse e di ricerca, servizio ‘su misura, secondo le fasce ed |
livdli di ativita o di riflessone di ognuno, nella diversta dele tematiche su cui documentars. Uno
de maggiori interrogetivi in queta prospettiva € la posshilita di ‘agire senza incidenza
‘immediatamente corporea o corporde 6. La “distanza’ sarebbe I'ostacolo prevaente per una

81 F, E. Mairlot, La cybernétique, science de I’invariant, et son impact sur la solution de problémes réels,in AA. VV., Sientific methodsand actual
problems Namur 1975, p. 35: «Attardons-nous en premier lieu ala nature d’un probléme réel. Celui-ci est une question arésoudreen rgpport avec
une réatlité. Ainsi donc, nous allons partir, non du probleme, mais de la réalité dont il fait partie. Cesaral’ @gpefondamentde réins&er leprobleme
au sein de la totalité dont il est issu. Ce qui revient a dire qu'il est indispensable de dépasser le probléme pour I'appréhender comme une des
manifestations d'une totalité. || devient ainsi une de ses expressions ou de ses significations. Cette démarche oblige a passer latotalité, sans perdre de
vue son probléme, et a euvisager I'un en fonction de I'autre. Pour certains probémes complexes, cette réinsertion danslatotalité est déja une difficulté
majeure».
82 F, E. Mairlot, La cybernétique, science de I’invariant, et son impact sur la solution de problémes réels, in AA. W, Sientific methodsand actual
problems Namur 1975, p. 36: «Ceci nous amene a une autre question capitale: de quoi se compose une totalité dans la réalité? | 'agect qui retient
|'attention est le phénomene, I’ objet qui entre dans le champ de conscience. Cet objet a une forme originale qui en permet la perception et son
intégration. Ce phénomene a ses caractéristiques propres et peut étre appréhendé en rapport avec saforme. Les problémes qui en découlent sont
général ement abordés sous cet aspect phénoménal, propre a lui».

® F. E. Mairlot, La cybernétique, science de I’invariant, et son impact sur la solution de problémes réels, in AA. VV., Sientific methodsand actual
problems Namur 1975, p. 36: «Un autre abord est de ne plus le saisir en tant qu’ aspect purement phénoménd, familier. C'est de |’ goprénender au
delade laforme, en tant que ce qui soutient laforme. Bien sOr, c'est nettement moins perceptible puisque I'on fait abstraction partielle du phénomene,
pour ne sintéresser qu'a ce qui le rend possible. Une nouvelle mentalité simpose donc pour aller au-dela de ce qui est phénoménal ement

er ceptible».
3 Albert Bandura, SOCIAL COGNITIVE THEORY: An Agentic Perspective, (Annual Review of Psychology. 2001), in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m0961/2001_Annual/73232700/print.jhtml: «The rapid pace of informational, social, and technological changeis
placing a premium on personal efficacy for self-development and self-renewal throughout the life course. In the past, students' educational
development was largely determined by the schools to which they were assigned. Nowadays, the Internet provides vast opportunities for students to
control their own learning. They now have the best libraries, museums, laboratories, and instructors at ther fingertips unresricted by timeand place
Good self-regulators expand their knowledge and cognitive competencies; poor self-regulatorsfal behind (Zimmerman 1990). Self-regulaionisdso
becoming a key factor in occupational life. In the past, employees |earned a given trade and performed it much the same way and in the same
organization throughout their lifetime. With the fast pace of change, knowledge and technical skills are quickly outmoded unless they are updated to
fit the new technologies. In the modern workplace, workers have to take charge of their self-deveopment for avariety of postionsand careersover
the full course of their worklife. They have to cultivate multiple competencies to meet the ever-changing occupationd demandsand roles Calledtive
agentic adaptability applies at the organizational level as well as the workforce level. Organizations have to be fast learners and continuously
innovative to survive and prosper under rapidly changing technologies and global marketplaces. T hey facethe paradox of preparing for changea the
height of success. Slow changers become big losers».
8 Albert Bandura, SOCIAL COGNITIVE THEORY: An Agentic Perspective, (Annual Review of Psychology. 2001), in «Internet» 2002,
http://www.findarticles.com/cf_0/m0961/2001_Annual/73232700/print.jhtml: « Another disputable duality inappropriately equates self-efficacy with
self-centered individualism feeding selfishness, and then pitsit against communal attachments and civic responsibility. A sense of efficacy doesnot
necessarily exalt the self or spawn an individualistic lifestyle, identity, or morality that slights collective welfare. Through unwavering exercise of
commanding self-efficacy, Gandhi mobilized a massive collective force that brought about major sociopalitica changes Helived asceticdly, not seif-
indulgently. If belief in the power to produce resultsis put in the service of relational goals and beneficial social purposes, it fosters acommund life
rather than eroding it. Indeed, developmental studies show that a high sense of efficacy promotes a prosocial orientation characterized by
cooperativeness, helpfulness, and sharing, with a vested interest in each other's welfare (Bandura et al 1996a, Bandura et al 1999, 2000b).
Another dualistic antithesis inappropriately equates self-efficacy with individualism and pitsit against collectivism a aculturd level (Schooler 1990).
Cultures are not static monolithic entities, as the stereotypic portrayals would lead one to believe. These global cultural classifications mask
intracultural diversity as well as the many commonalities among people of different cultural backgrounds. Both individualistic and collectivistic
sociocultural systems come in a variety of forms (Kim et al 1994). There is substantia generationd and socioeconomic heterogeneity in commundlity
among individualsin different cultural systems, and even greater intraindividual variation across social relationships with family members, friends,
and colleagues (Matsumoto et al 1996). Moreover, people express their cultural orientations conditionally rather than invariantly, behaving
communally under some incentive structures and individualistically under others (Y amagishi 1988). Bicultura contrasts, in which individuals from a
single collectivistic locale are compared on global indices to individuals from a single individualistic one, can spawn a lot of misleading
9eneraJ izations».

° A. K. Tripathi, Life and learning on the Net through the eyes of a philosopher. On the Internet: Thinking in Action, H. Dreyfus RouledgePress
2001 [Paperback - 136 pages (March 2001), in «Internet» 2002, http://www.acm.org/ubiquity/book_reviews/a_tripathi_2.html: «OnThelnternet:
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operativita effettiva (concreta) tramite Internet (senza coinvolgimento diretto). Lo ‘spazio vicino
sembra essenzidle per ogni esperienza umana (autentica) 8’. La priorita del ‘faccia a faccia non &
piu condizionante per I'individuo, precisamente in Internet (liberandoli ddle inibizioni impogte dai
rgpporti direttamente controllati ddla interpersonalita —con tanti contegni ipocriti...) %8, La distanza
non € piu topografica o temporae e un isolamento interpersonde opposto dla relaziondita
mediata %°. Lo ‘spazic’ dovra essere riconsiderato (distanza come contesto di nuove perturbationi
accugtiche, cioé diverse interferenze nd processo di trasmissone comunicativa) *°. Lindividudita
non € piu un lusso superfluo d quae s pud rinunciare ma la condizione di sdvaguardia dela
convivenza ndla inviolabilita personde. L’individudita, perd, sa di essere computerigticamente
‘condizionatal nel senso di non poter predeterminare I'uso ddl proprio tempo, dagli stess imperétivi
ddl’ dettronica multimedide. La comunita, in questi ‘spostamenti’ tempordi dovra inventars una
nuova coesone nel tempo, non piu solo dipendente del ‘libero arbitrio’ ddl’individuo, ma come
ejto ddla rete comunicativa nela qude l'individuo 9 trova coinvolto d sarvizio stesso ddla
comunita La comunicazione atraversa ‘trasversdmente gli individui, la comunita comunicetiva
non divide piu gli individui ‘gli uni accanto agli- e divis dagli dtri’. Ecco che I'evangdizzazione
degli inizi queta sdf-regulation nd discarnere cio che conveniva meglio, per la scdta di autanti
(At 6), pa I'gpertura a non circoncis (At 10-11), per ‘non imporre niente a di fuori

Thinking in Action raises the following questions: Can we leave our vulnerabe bodies while preserving relevance, learning, reality and meaning?
Doeslife on the Internet achieve Plato's dream of overcoming space and time as well as body? Drawing on philosophers such as Soren Kierkegaard,
Friedrich Nietzsche, and Maurice MerleauPonty, the latest book by Hubert Dreyfus examinesin detail the various perspectives of the Net through the
eyes of aphilosopher. In his criticism, Dreyfus explains that, in spite of its attraction, the more one lives one's life through the Net, the more oreloses
asense of what is relevant, and so faces the problem of finding the information one is seeking. Also, in spite of the economic attraction of distance
learning, such learning by substituting telepresence for real presence leaves no place for risk-taking and gpprenticeship, which play acrucid roleindl
types of skill acquisition. Furthermore, without a sense of bodily vulnerability, one loses a sense of reality of the physical world and one's sense of
trust in other people. Finally, he says that while the anonymity of the Net makes possible experimentation, the overall effect of the Net isto
undermine commitment, thus depriving life of serious meaning. The book is divided into four chapters: In "The Hype About Hyper-Links" Dreyfus
discusses the hope for intelligent information retrieval and the failure of Al. He shows how the actual shape and movement of our bodies play a
crucia rolein grounding meaning so that loss of embodiment leads to loss of relevance. In "How Far is Distance Learning from Education?" Dreyfus
discusses the importance of mattering and attunement for teaching and learning skills, the phenomenology of skill acquisition, and the need for
imitation in apprenticeship. Without involvement and presence we cannot acquire skills, Dreyfussays The chepter "Disembodied Telepresenceand
the Remoteness of the Real" describes the body as a source of our causal embedding and attunement to mood. Dreyfus discusses how |oss of
background coping and attunement |lead to loss of sense of reality of people and things. (I see something like you, but | don't see you and | hear
something like you, but | don't hear you.) The final chapter "Nihilism on the Information Highway: Anonymity vs. Commitment in the Present Age"

discusses in detail how meaning requires commitment and real commitment requires real risks. The anonymity and safety of virtual commitments
online lead to loss of meaning. This chapter of the book isimportant for educators. Dreyfus challenges the popular view of the Internet as a globd
classroom in which anybody and everybody can participate in a process of so-called "hyper-leamning." The Internet promotesrisk-freeanonymity and
idle curiosity, both of which undermine responsibility and commitment. Dreyfus considers how the Net woul d promote Kierkegaardstwo nihilistic
spheres of existence, the aesthetic and the ethical, while repelling the religious sphere».

8 E. T. Hall, The Hidden Dimension, New Y ork 1966, p. 63: * Man's sense of space is closely related to his sense of self, whichisinanintimeate
transaction with his environment. Man can be viewed as having visual, kinesthetic, tactile, and thermal aspects of his self which may be either

inhibited or encouraged to develop by his environment+.

8 E. Brooks, N. Heyman, J. Pyon, Social Interaction on the Internet: An Application of Erving Goffman's Sociological Theories, in«Internet» 2002,
http://socserv2.mcmaster.cal/soc/courses/socd; 3/stuweb/cyber9/front.htm: «Erving Goffman. Itisquite common through our dally interactions, thet we
perform to our audience in specific regions, and through these regions, aspects of ourselves are seen. As Erving Goffman explains, there are two
regions in which we perform. The first is the front region which is where the performance is given. Often, our activitieswithin this region embody
certain standards, these include matters of politeness and decorum. Politeness is how the performer acts in visual or aural proximity but not
necessarily in direct conversation. (Goffman 107) It is through politeness and decorum that the individua maintains moral conduct that is socialy
accepted within society. In contrast to the front region, there is another region in which we perform. This areais commonly referred to as the
backstage or back region andit is here that we see an opposite response. The backstage or back region is where our suppressed feelings make an

appearance. It is where we knowingly contradict the actions carried out in the front region. Basically, Goffman's theory provides an explanationon
how we interact with one another in day to day life and how we develop a system to help express feelings that conflict with our front. These methods
help guide us in face to face interaction. But how do we act when we communicate and interact, but are not face to face? Thelntemet hesled ustoa
situation where we are able to communicate and interact with people from awide variety of backgrounds, cultures, and countries, without ever seeing

their faces. When analyzing Goffman's theory relative to Cyberspace communication, we see that the lines between the front stage and back stage are
blurred. When we ook at issues such as anonymity, flaming, and privacy on the Internet, we see Goffman's work modified in order to express the
ideas of front and back region performance».

897, Meyrowitz, Television and Interpersonal Behavior: Codes of Perception and Response, in G. Gumpert - R. Cathcat, Inter/Media, Oxford 1982,
pp. 226-227.

% G. Gumpert - R. Cathcart, Media and interpersonal Intimacy, Introduction, in idem, Inter/Media, New Y ork 1982, pp. 173-174: «Themedia,
however, have made it necessary to rethink what we mean by space and environment. Space, defined as distance, is not relevant to a telephonecdl

(until we receive the bill from the telephone company). There was a time not so long ago when along distance call was accompanied by alot ot
transmission noise. But every now and then the call would come through with such clarity that one would say, "It sounds like you're in the next
room." It is now commonplace to extend our psychological, intimate selves as the physica space between ourselves and others has become irrelevant.

If vou live in an urban community, the chances are that you know very little about your neighbors, but are "intimate" with parsonswholivefar from
your neighborhood. It islikely that you have not visited arelative who lives in the same city in the recent past, but that you have seen Johnny Carson,

Mery Griffin, and Dick Cavett, among others on aregular basis. This is not meant to chagtise, but to point out the paradoxicd effectsthat mediahave
on all our close relationships. Now, we are all space travelers»; R. Escarpit, Théorie de I’ information et pratique politique, Paris 1980, p. 94.
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dell’indispensabile, lasciando ad ognuno ampio spazio decisonde in quanto dla propria vita (At
15, 28).

Cio che piu poteva inquietare 0 angosciare —ndla ‘rete - era I'ammontare inimmeagazzinabile
delle informazioni che viene controbilanciato dala repidita di tratamento; ma cio che non g
pensava poter dominare s lascia ‘ammaestrare’ grazie a questa chiave particolare 1. La saturazione
temuta, 9 capovolge in posshilita o - a - in necessita per la convivenza odierna ndla formazione
continua e di incessante ricidaggio in tuti campi della prass e ddla riflessone %2. La rapidita
diventa posshile ndla misura in cui 9 riesce a ridurre tutti i segni d minimo segnaetico che
includono. Partendo ddl’idea della posshilita di creare ‘ddila del propri limiti' delle moddita di
cdcolo, il problema centrde rimane quello dd modo di ‘far passy€ | dati informativi nele
condizioni di minima perdita S e —pertanto— sviluppato il concetto di passaggio in termini di
‘tragporto’, e § & semplificato il dato informativo d livdlo di ‘entitd — quantita fisca come la
materia e I'energia *°. La ricerca diventa —dlora— qudla dd migliore ‘trasmettitore di dati,
capaci di superare gli ostacoli del percorso comunicativo: portando a buon porto la ‘merce affidatal
.. Certi autori § sono chiesti se Samo in presenza di una nuova ‘mitologia della nostra epoca %4?
Vi sarebbe — cioé — un riassunto di atese tdi, riposte nel’informatica, che ogni coerenza sui
limiti viene dimenticata, facendo di questa stessa scienza gpplicata una pecie di rimedio ‘tuttofare
per i problemi ddla societa odierna. Infetti, se § guarda piu da vicino, S vede che |’ gpplicazione
concerne, non tutta I'ampiezza ddl esperienza antropologica, ma la cgpacita di aggiungere le
facolta di memoria dle facolta di combinazione. Ci®, se compiuto con la massima velocita * ¢ da
una posshilita di anticipare I'egperienza ndla sua metodologia comunicativa piu  percepibile
proiettare 1 dati informativi prima che 9 impongano loro dess. La ‘ret€ ¢ ricorda che non
possamo fare né essare niente senza informazione di fondo, ed ci aiuta a trattare quedta
informazione con la dovuta efficacia ed operativita uscendo ddlo dadio ddle ‘informazioni
raccolte per cas0’, verso un obbligo di informard esaurientemente ad ogni passo del cammino
culturde. Anche qui, troviamo ndla prima evangelizzazione una metodologia che non € cos

°! C. Pagano, L'Economie des signes, in AA.VV. Formation et information, Paris 1983, pp.33-34: «Maislamasse desinformations, surtout si elles
sont scientifiques, contient aussi en quelque sorte leur antidote, c'est-a-dire des méthodes qui se retournent sur cesinformations et qui permettent de
les maitriser. C'est ce que I'on nomme "thétorie et traitement de I'information.” Ou encore "Révolution informatique”. Cette Révolution, commandée a
lafois par le besoin et par la crainte des informations, ce n'est pas seulement une révolution technologique, maisune«évélaion» sodaeparmeanente
qui introduit un nouveau type d'homme (indépendamment des critéres idéologiques et éthiques), et qui par 1a postule on nouveau mode d'éducation

entendue comme "V ermenchlichung": promotion humaine accél érée».

92 C. Guinchat - M. Menou, Introduction générale aux sciences et techniques del’information et de la documentation, Pais1981, p. 18 «Ensdgner,
apprendre, se former supposent, outre la relation pédagogique qui s'établit entre le professeur et I'éléve, lerecours aux stocks documentaires et aux

outils d'exploitation et de diffusion des connaissances que constituent les bibliothéques et autres unités dinformation. L'intensification rapide de la
demande éducative dans un nombre croissant de pays, I'obligation faite a des catégories de plus en plus variées de professionnels de mettre a jour

leurs connaissances grace a la formation permanente, I'élévation du niveau de qualification indispensable a I'essor scientifique moderne, autant
d'impératifs pour que se multiplient ces facteurs de développement.

% MACROPAEDIA, Information Theory, in AA. VV., Encyclopaedia Britannica, Chicago 1979, val. 8, p. 575: «A basicideaininformaiontheory
isthat information can be treated very much like a physical quantity, such asmassor energy. A homely analogy may be dravn between the systemin
Figure 1 and atransportation system; for example, an information source is like alumber mill producing number at a certain point. The channel in

Figure 1 might correspond to aconveyor system for transporting the lumber to a second point. In such a situation there are two important quantities:

therat R (in cubic feet per second at which lumber is produced at the mill and the capacity C (in cubic feet per second of the conveyor. Thesetwo
quantities determine whether or not the conveyor system will be adeguate for the lumber mill. If the rate of production Risgrester than theconveyor
capacity C, it will certainly be impossible to transport the full output of the mill: there will not be sufficient space available. If Rislessthenor equd
to C, it may or may not be possible, depending on whether the lumber can be packed efficiently in the conveyor. Suppose, however, that thereisa
sawmill at the source. This corresponds in the analogy to the encoder or transmitter. Then the lumber can be cut up into small piecesin such away as
to fill out the available capacity of the conveyor with 100 percent efficiency. Naturaly, in this case a carpenter would be provided at the receiving
point to fasten the pieces back together in their original form before passing them on to the consumer».

%4 R. Escarpit, Théorie de I’information et pratique politique, Paris 1980, p. 28: «L’ autre grande mythologie de notre époque est I informatique. Nous
arrivonsici a des dispositifs qui gjoutent alafonction mémorielle lafonction combinatoire. Lalogique est avant tout I’ art de combiner des prémisses

pour obtenir une conclusion, ou, de maniére plus générale, de combiner plusieurs informations pour en obtenir une autre plus rapidement que
I’ expéience ne pourrait lafournir par tatonnements. C’'est un raccourci qui permet de devancer I’ événement, de produire I’ information avant qu' éle
ne s'impose».

% R. Escarpit, Théorie de I’ information et pratique politique, Paris 1980, p. 29: «Mais un seuil n’avraiment été franchi que lorsque les progrés de
|” électronique ont permis d’' accél érer fantastiquement le processus tout en réduisant I’ ensemble des caculs ades additions et des soustractions de bese
deux. En effet, les mémoires etectromagnétiques, fonctionnant sur le principe du tout ou rien, sont par définition binaires. Un ordinateur ne sait
compter que jusqu’ a deux et ne connalt que les deux premiéres opérations, maisil les effectue et les combine tettement vite qu'il peut recongtituer
n’importe quel calcul des milliers, voire des millions de fois plus rapidement que le cervean humain. Les machines combinatoires ne fournissent pas

vraimens d'information, mais, aux yeux d'un observateur humain, les événements qui se produisent a la sortie sont, sur le moment, assez

imprévisibtes pour avoir vateur d'information pendant le temps qu’il faudrait a I’ observateur pour obtenir I’information par ses propres moyens.
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lontana da cio che 9 evoca qui: ogni proclamazione degli gpogtali € un ‘risveglio di memorid, a
Pentecoste (At 2, 16-36), dopo (At 3, 12-26), davanti d Sinedrio (At, 4, 5-22) e via dicendo
attraverso tutto il Libro degli Atti.

Cosi § prospetta la raccolta ed il collegamento ‘a disanza con i centri operativi (termindi
d uno schedario centrde). Patendo ddl’intuito di J von Neumann, che —cioe i ricordi
immegazzinati devono essere ‘risvegliati’, 9 giunge dl’daboraore eettronico che opera
automaticamente a velocita vertiginosa (cacoli, logica, sdezione, cadogazione, smidamento). La
memorizzazione S estende a tutto nella misura delle capacita informatiche °®. La ‘memoria potra
diventare sempre meglio sorgente di ‘pensierd’ (da ‘pamja’ in russo) ativo °’. Con la chiave dei
‘linguaggi’, la applicazione informeatica 9 awicdna sempre maggiormente dle carateridiche
‘umane, e con la formazione dele ‘memori€ informatiche, i beni immagazzinati sono sempre
meno ‘materidi’. Anzi, la memoria informetica e il supporto materide de dai immeteridi
(Informazione come conoscenza non essendo una ‘cosa materid€e). Llinformatica 9§ spinge a
diventare una ‘tecnologia ddlimmateride? Certo, linterrogetivo lascia perpless. Ma, senza
dubbio, non § potra non rivedere l'usude separazione mondlitica tra ‘materide e ‘immateride, o
tra ‘maerid e ‘soirito’. Ddla pratica informatica, 9 verifica il condizionamento materide ddla
dimendone immaeride nela esperienza umana. L'gpertura immateride di ogni aspetto materide
dell'esperienza (come dato informativd) sembra mettere ulteriormente in questione la separazione
dela redta in due ‘mond’ (quelo maeride e quela spiritude) tde quae lo s proponeva a
interpretava  precedentemente.  La ‘incarnazionditel  della prospettiva crisiana  acquista nuove
cadteridiche che dd ‘microcosmo’ ddla persona individude punta versa il macrocosmo della
cregtivita umana ‘di massd, e cio in una Stuezione di continuo rischio (nella complessita crescente
de dati informativi ricercati, raccolti, immagazzinati e confrontati) che porta ad un itinerania di
concatenate ‘invenzioni’ ddle qudi non S conoscono -inizidmente- tutte le potenzidita (per non
parlare degli us ambigui e degli abud che ogni qudita umana 0 capacita umanizzeta permette nd
N0 ddla auto-disruzione individude o collettiva riferita complessvamente  dl'impaito  dd
‘Md€e. Evidentemente, il taglio etico S vede codretto a non accontentars piu di condderare
I'ambito materide come ‘pura gpplicazione di ‘principi mentai’, quando 9 vede come la sola
‘memoria- materide-immateridleé non € soltanto una esecuzione ma uno drumento di  ulteriore
potenziamento per la credtivita della comunita umana (tramite la memoria informetica, 10 ‘spirito’
acquista nuove capacita di prospezione e di ricerca, memoria come potenziamento tecnologico della
dessa cerebrdita umana Il potenziamento sesso implica ddle incognite indudibili, che possono
portare, pero, a dStuazioni cormpletamente impreviste o fuori dd contesto ‘naturde  dell'atude
configurazione di vita. La memoria potrebbe essere un continuo denunciare cio che S presenta
come 'nuovo, ma informativamente € ‘memoria ativa o recettacolo per I'immaginazione credtiva
% ddla memoria-sanzione-del-passsto S ariva dla  memoria-simolo-per-l'avvenire, memoria
collettiva ddl’'umanita %°, oltre ogni recinto di vita privata %°. La novita suscita la complessita 1%

% C. Sartori, Il medium & anche il messaggio eil villaggio & dawvero globale, inD. DeKerckhove - A. lanucd, Mcl_uhan elametamo—fos dell'uomg Roma
1984, p. 134: «Se cid pud sembrare, oggi, ancora un'eccessiva forzatura de]la nostra condizione antropol ogi co-cuturde, s pensi d mondoin cui vanno
strutturandosi, nel contesto post-industriae, i sistemi di archiviazione di dati, che sono destinati a cogtituire la vera «memoria collettiva» dell'umanita.

Impiantati nelle « aree forti » del mondo (forti economicamente e politicamente, nonché da un punto di visatecnologico) ess hanno per loro natura
privilegiato, e resi anzi imprescindibile, il filtro dei mass-media: in particolare, ovviamente, mass-mediad qudledesseareefarti (per aul ad esampio, lapit
importante banca dati sull'attualita esistente nel mondo, quelladel «New Y ork Times», non include eventi che non siano Stati registrati da un medium di

linguainglese). Mail nuovo passo in avanti, sempre piti vicino, e proprio quello di cominciare a prescindere dai «supporti cartacei» e d fareddla
registrazione audiovisiva lo strumento principe di archiviazione degli eventi, di classificazione della storia».

7P, Florenskij, La colonna e il fondamento della verita, Milano 1974, p. 255: «In tal modo pamjat' (amemoaria, il ricordo) & soprattuitoil pensiero
nel suo significato piti puro eradicale. Ci samo domandati che cosasiail peccato e ne e risultato che e distruzione, infrazione e deformazione. Mala
distruzione & possibile come qualcosa di temporaneo; la distruzione ha bisogno di nutrimento e quindi deve a quanto pare cessare, fermarsi, quando
non abbia pit nulla da distruggere. Lo stesso vale per ladeformazione. E allora che cosa avviene a limite? Che cosé questa distruzione totale della
purezza e della sapienza? In altre parole; simpone il quesito: che cos'e |a geenna.

% J. Salvan, Intelligence artificielle, mythe ou réalité?, in AA. VV., Le Dossier de la cybernétique, Paris 1968, p. 91; R. Escarpit, Théorie de
I’information et pratique politique, Paris 1981, pp. 25-26.

% C. Sartori, Il medium & anche il messaggio eil villaggio & davvero globale, in D. De Kerckhove - A. lanuod, McLuhan elametamorfos dell'uomg
Roma 1984, p. 134:.

190 J. Hoffman, Computers and Privacy in the next Decade, New Y ork 1979, p. 10.
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Nessuna comunicazione vive senza un vivace rinvio in avanti. Quasas messaggio codituisce una
informazione e qualsias informazione ha in < una dinamica «informatica» %2, Allo stesso tempo,
s dice che ogni riflesso informativo incide sul coddetto «sstema nervoso» ddla comunita umana
culturde e socide 1. L’intento mentde studiato d livello neuro-culturde introduce, inoltre, tre
momenti di simulazione percezione, memoria, concetto %, Se vogliamo guardare un’ultima volta
dl’evangdizzazione originaria, la novita piu sconvolgente € daa proprio, dala memoria viva ‘di
quel Gesl' la chiamata dd persecutore a diventare apostolo: € una credtivita che non s basa sulla
‘dorid de fati ma aulla ‘memoria viva che suscita genidi cooperatori dla piu  aperta
evangdizzazione, qudla che da Saulo diventa I’ avwenturadi Paulo (At 9-28)...

CONCLUSIONE

Cosa fare, di fronte a questi pochi accenni? Cosa fare anche da parte dei ‘portavoci’ delle
Conferenze episcopdi ed in seno d CCEE?
-Una prima codtatazione: con Internet i ‘portavoci’ —abituati a trattare con 1 ‘professionisti’ dei
media specific 0 da ‘grandi media- 9 vedono estendere il terreno multimedide a un pubblico di
interlocutori molto piu vasto che hanno accesso e capacita di interrogare direttamente le Istituzioni
in modo ‘decentrato’ (senza escludere tutti gli strambi che S mettono in testa di interpellare anche
sulle cose eccesdi). S possono ignorare, ma € davvero saggio fare cos 0 € davwero evangdico
lasciare da pate il piu isolato deé meno favoriti, come i mendicati ddla primissma
evangdizzazione (cfr At 3, 1-10)? Non e forse meglio, come ndla prima evangdizzazione ‘vedere
cio chevienedaDio' dd congglio di Gamdiee (At 5, 34-42)?
-Una seconda codtatazione: la dinamica di Internet € assai piu complessa e coinvolgente di quanto
potevamo pensare, e ulteriori pass possono portare verso atre ed ulteriori incognite. Come seguire
e come dare dla pari con questi scetti in avanti? D’dtra parte, il punto debole ddla ‘ret€ sembra
essere proprio il suo stato ancora poco organicamente aticolato (8 dira che rimane ancora in
qualche modo ‘anarchico’). Come fare per rendere la fruizione ddla rete ‘crigianamente piu
organicd? Sgppiamo che ufficidizzare soltanto non risponde dla genidita di Internet. Bisogna
piuttoso intendficare i legami. Anche l'inizide evangelizzazione ebbe necessta di un ‘concilio’,
quello primo di Gerusdemme, per mettere indeme le eperienze e vedere come andare avanti (At
15, 1-21)...

Non sarebbe —forse- utile pensare un gruppo consultativo misto di lavoro inter-Conggli-
continentali con la digponibilita dd nodtro dicastero, per ‘porre gli interrogetivi piu rilevanti’ su cio
che succede e come anda re avanti volta per volta (piu che tentare rigposte troppo affrettate — “ better
a good question than a bad ready-made answer”)... Avremo cosi, dale desse Segreterie
continentai, una ‘aperturd di ogni continente d di la di se deso verso gli dtri, cosa che
corrisponde proprio dle moddita internettiane. Da questa navigazione tra gli ‘Internet-men’ (0
women) individuabili di ogni Condglio continentde potrebbero sorgere  questi-chiave da
condividere anche con il PCCS (non in senso di controllo o di copertura autoritaria)? Da parte del

101 W, Schramm, Channels and Audiences, in G. Gumpert - R. Catheard, Inter-Media, Oxford 1982, p. 87; UNESCO, Informetics aVital factor for
Development, Lausanne 1982, p. 11.
102 3.J. Servan Schreiber, Le Défi mondial, Paris 1980, p. 355.
103 M. Lubis, Interaction entre culture et communication, in <UNESCO», 1979 n. 76, p. 2.
104 b, De Kerckhove, Introduction a la recherche neuroculturale, in D. De Kerckhove-A. lannucci, McLuhan e la metamorfosi dell'uomo, Roma
1984, p. 167: ««L'objet mental» écrit Changeux, «est identifié al'état physique créé par |'entrée en activité (électrique et chimique), correl ée et
transitoire, d'une large population ou «assemblée» de neurones distribués au niveau de plusieurs aires corticales définies » (HN 186). La configuration
dessinée par |'ensemble des neurones mis en activité serait une sorte de «graphe neuronal». Changeux imagine trois types, ou plutét trois variations de
I'objet mental a partir d'une méme parenté neurale. L'éément de base, le «bloc de constructions tiré de |'expérience immeédiate del'evironnemant est
le percept. C'est un graphe neuronal qui est produit dans le cerveau par la corrélation sélective de stimulations extérieures. Plus autonome, l'imegede
mémoire différe du percept en ce qu'elle est évoquée par un mécanisme interne de rappel (qui n'est pas encore identifié) et qu'elle n'affecte pasles
aires corticales réservées aux stimulations externes. Enfin le concept est, pour ains dire, le «produit fini» du processus de fixation mentale, c'est un
9raphe neuronal qui est pratiquement dépouillé de ses références sensorielles, mais qui est enrichi par une trés grande connectivité *».

Notons que ces trois termes sont eux-mémes des «concepts opératoires» qui sont donnés rapidement a titre d'exemple pour faciliter la
compréhension d'événementi neurologiques d'une treés grande complexité et capables de variations et de nuancements oemidérables.
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PCCS, s potrebbe pensare ad aternare una ‘plenaria dei membri con una ‘consulta di coloro che
praticano I'intento comunicativo. E perché non cominciare con I'ambito piu recente ddl’esperienza
multimedide, con una priorita data dle Conferenze episcopdi a livdlo continentae e regiordle, in
ricordo dei tempi in cui queda priorita veniva messa in auge ed in pratica ddl’dlora “Pontificia
Commissone’? L’intento non sarebbe di far scrivere quache documento (ci sono gia tanti...) ma di
avere una piataforma per promuovere una migliore patecipazione posshile dle inizidive
ecclesdi sul ‘web’. S potrebbe ipotizzare un coinvolgimento ddl’ufficio Internet della Segreteria
di Stato, per agevolare una cooperazione dinamica e vedere come aggiornare la praxis internettiana
vaticana (per ora un po pesante ed intricata). Una prospettiva ‘high speed” ed ‘high definition’
potrebbe figurare come progetto pit specidizzato, in legame con i centri universtari di ricerca da
coinvolgere anche loro.

Una tde concertazione non e inutile per dtre ragioni. Infatti, dala ‘ret€¢ stessa nascono non
soltanto ddle iniziative informaive ma anche una posshilita di auto operativo. Se pendamo a
continenti meno favoriti e che rischiano di subire il ‘digitd divide, come I'Africa, i programmi di
assdenza medica a didganza da centri europed o0 americani, auti  dl’educazione,
dl' dfabetizzazione, a legami di computerizzazione ddle Chiee locdi, a centri di comunicazione
crigiana..., non devono rimanere il fatto di quache intervento isolato o ripiegato su un gruppo o
I'dtro, talvolta tentato di condderare tae servizio come una loro proprieta privata... S tratta di una
vera responsabilita inter-episcopale, anche se molto del  coordinamenti potra essere agevolato
dtraverso una piattaforma romana. Divers pass sono dati suggeriti, come 9 accenno dl’ultimo
incontro del SECAM-SCEAM, ed dtri. Se facciamo in tempo di avere persone coinvolte -
‘evangdizzatori  naviganti'- per gli organismi meggiori della nosra Chiesa, non escludendo
osservatori ed invitati del mondo ecumenico, S potrebbe ipotizzare un passo per I’ anno prossimo.
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